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Biography. 


MEMOIR OF REV. GILBERT TENNENT. 


HE Rev. Girsert Tennent, the fubje& of this memoir, 
was born iti the county of Armagh, in Ireland, on the 5th 

day of February, A. D. 1703. | 
He was the fon of the Rev. William Tennent, to whofe labours 
and pious zeal the American Church is in no {mall degree in- 
debted, and of whom therefore a fhort account fhall here be given. 
William Tennent had received epifcopal ordination in Ireland, 
and emigrated to this country, with his wife and four fons, Gils 
bert, William, John and Charles, about the year 1716. Not loag 
after his atrival in America, he made a communication to the 
Synod of Philadelphia, in which he expreffed a defire to relinquifh 
all connexion with the church to whch he belonged, and to be 
received under the care, and as a member of that Synod. His 
propofal, after being held fome time under confideration, was 
eventually accepted ; and his reafons for forfaking the Epif- 
copal church are recorded at length in the minutes of the Synod 
in the year 1718. It is not known with what prefbytery he was 
at firft affociated. He fpent a fhort time in the ftate of New- 
York, ayid then, in the year 1721 or 1722, he removed toBenfalim, 
in Pennfylvania, and was now connected with the Prefbytery of 
Philadelphia. At Benfalim he remained not more than four or five 
years; for in 1726, it appears that he fettled at Nefhaminy, about 
_tweity miles north of the city of Philadelphia, where there was then 


a {mall 
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a {mall Prefbyterian congregation, of whichjhe became the pattor. 
Here he.eftablifhed a feminary of learning, which foon received, 
and was long known by the name of the Log College. But how- 
ever humble its appellation, this inflitution was the nurfery in 
which many minifters of the gofpel were trained up for eminent 
ufefulnefs and diftinguithed fuccefs. Among thefe were the four 
fons of Mr. Tennent himielf, who all received their educations un- 
der the fole inftruction of their father.* He appears, indeed, 
never to have had an affiftant in hig academy, except that his eldeft 
fon Gilbert aéted in this capacity for a fhort time, while purfuing 
his theological ftudies. ‘The calls for minifterial fervice were ex- 
tremely urgent, and all the fons of Mr. Tennent were fent out to 
preach the gofpel as foon as they were qualified for their work. 
Of thefe fons, John died in early life, and-the others lived to ad- 
vanced age, and were among the moft refpe&able and ufeful 
miniftersof their time. Their father had the happineds to fee them 
all employed in the fervice of the church for feveral years before 
his death.— He died and was buried.at Nefhaminy about the ear 
1743. He was eminent as a claffic fcholar. His attainme~ . in 
{cience are not fo well known, but there is reafon to believe they 
were not fo great as his {killin language. His general character 
appears to have been that of a man of great integrity, finaplicity, 
induftry, and piety. 

Gilbert Tennent, of whom a more particular account is now to 
be given, was about thirteen or fourteen _years of age; when he 
eame with his father to America. As has already been ftated, he 
received his whole education under his father. His intimate 
friend, Dr. Finley, and one of the Prefidents of New-Jerfey Col- 
lege, has left a pretty ample fketch of his life and charaéter; 
from which, as poflefling unqueftionable authenticity, copious ex- 
tracts will be given. ‘hefe extracts will be diftinguifhed by the 
marks of quotation, that whatever refts on the Doctor’s authority 
may be feen at once. 

‘He began to be ferioufly concerned for the falvation of his 
foul when he was about the age of fourteen, and continued fo for 
feveral years, being often in great agony of {pirit, until it pleafed 
God to give him the light of the knowledge of his glory in the face of Fefus 
Chr 

= BA begun the ftudy of divinity in thofe days, while under 
the conviction that his fpiritual ftate was bad, he durft not perfift 
in it with any view to the miniftry ; but betook himfelf to the ftudy 
of phyfic for the fpace of a year, before he was {fatisfied as to his 
intere{t in the Divine favour. 

_ ¢ Afer a due courfe of Prefbyterial trials, in which he acquitted 
himfelf to the great fatisfaction of all concerned, he was licenfed 
to 


* Under Mr. Tennent were educated Messrs. Rowland, Campbell, Law- 
rence, Beatty, Robinson, and Samucl Blair, with a number of others whe 
were eminently useful and respectable as ministers of the gospel. 
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to preach the gofpelin May, A. D. 1725; and was ordained in 
New-Bruniwick, A. D. 1726, in autumn. 

‘His miniftrations, for a confiderable time at firft, were very 
highly efteemed by all who had the privilege of enjoying them. 
He was not only the delight of the fober and pious, but loved and 
honoured even by the profane ; to whom he was like a very lovely fong 
of one that hath a pleafant voice, and can play well on an inflrument : 
and his character was as unblemifhed as any man’s. But it is re- 
markable, that as foon as God began to blefs his miniftry to the 
awakening of fecure finners, and turning them from darkne/s to light ; 
{the firft eminent inftance of which was on Staten Ifland) he then 
Poa loft the good opinion of carnal profeffors ; his name was 

oaded with reproaches; he was charged with blafphemy as 

affluming the Divine prerogative of being a fearcher of hearts, and 
pretending to know, by feeing a man’s face, whether he would be 
faved or damned ; the grofleft immoralities were imputed to him, 
and, in a word, all manner of evil was fpoken of him falfely, for Chrilt’s 
fake. But none of thefe things in the lealt moved him; neither did he 
count his life itfelf dear to him, that he might finifb his courfe with joy. 
He delighted in the crofs of Chrift far more than in the applaufe 
of all mankind; and cheerfully bore the malignant treatment of 
finners. 

‘ As to his perfon, he was taller than the common fize, and every 
way proportionable. His afpect was grave and venerable ; and 
though at firft view he feemed diftant and referved, yet upon near- 
er acquaintance, he was ever found to be eminently affable, con- 
defcending, and communicative. And what greatly endeared his 
¢onverfation was an opennefs, and undifguifed honefty, at the great- 
ef remove from artifice and diffimulation, which were the ab- 
horrence of his foul while he lived. Befides, he was tender, loving, 
and compaflionate; kind and agreeable in every relation; an 
aflured friend to fuch as he efteemed worthy of his regards: and 
a common patron to all who he apprehended were injured, or 
diltreffed. 

* He was of a truly public fpirit, and feemed to feel the various 
cafes of mankind in general ;. but very fenfibly partook in all the 
good or ill, that befell his country : and while he guarded againft 
being unminifterially pragmatical, yet fo far as he judged it con- 
fiftent with his character, he warmly interefted himfelf in whatever 
feemed to contribute to the fafety and advantage of this province 
in particular. He needed no other motive to exert himfelf, than 
only to be perfuaded, that the matter in queftion was an important 
public good ; ard in fuch cafes he was much regarded, not only 
becauie of his known integrity, but his generous and catholic 
difpofition. For, although he was a great lover of truth, and very 
zealous for its propagation, yet he was fo far above a narrow par- 
ty fpirit, that he loved and honoured all whe feemed to have she 
root. 
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root of the maéter in them, and made it their bufinefs to promote the 
eflentials of religion, though they were, in various points, oppofed 
to his own fentiments. 

‘ He was, moreover, an example of great fortitude and unfhaken 
refolution. Whatever appeared to him fubfervient to the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom, the falvation of fouls, or the 
common good of mankind, he purfued with fpirit ; and what he 
did, he did it with his might. If the end feemed to Be attainable, 
great obftructions and difficulties in the way were fo far from 
difpiriting, that they rather animated him in his efforts; nor 
would he give up the point while one glimpfe of hope remained. 
Hence he accomplifhed many important matters, which one lefs 
determined and enterprifing would prefently have abandoned as 
defperate.* He would go through honour and difhonour, through 
evil report and good report: and though he had fenfibility, with 
refpeéct to his perfonal charaéter, as well as other men, yet if pre- 
_ ferving it feemed, at any time, to require the omiflion of duty, or 

finful compliances, he readily determined to expofe himfelf to all 
rifks; and if adhering to the will of God fhould be accounted 
vile, he retolved he would yet be more vile. 

‘A great part of his life was a fcene of unremitted labour. He 
ftudied hard, travelled much, and preached often, while his health 
and other cireumftances permitted. He was inflaut, in feafon, and 
out of feafon ; always about his Mafter’s bufinefs. They who have 
journeyed, or been often with him in company, could not but ob- 
ferve his conftant endeavours to do good by his converfation ; to 
introduce fome convincing or edifying topics ; and his watchin 
for proper occafions for {peaking of God; and very faithful was 
he in warning finners of their danger, and perfuading them to 
feek falvation in earneft. Thus he plainly fhowed how much 
religion was his element, and promoting it the delightful bufinefs 
of his life; how benevolent towards mankind he was, and how 
precious immortal fouls were in his efteem. Every advantage 
accruing to them, to the interefts of religion in general, he reckoned 

as 


* «From among many instances of his firmness-and perseverance I shall 
select only two. First, the New Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, a 
large, elegant, and stately fabric, owes its erection to his influence and 
indefatigable industry, by which he procured the greatest part of the mon- 
ey in benefactions,' though the house and burying ground cost some thou- 
sands. And notwithstanding he met with various rebuffs, and a rough re- 
ception from some’; yet he desisted not until he gained his purpose. The 
other’ instance was his undertaking a mission to Great Britain and Ireland, 
in order to solicit benefactions for the College of New-Jersey, of which he 
was an original and zealous Trustee. In the execution of this, especially 
at the beginning, he encountered numberless discouragements; yet re- 
solutely persisted in the face of them all, and was finally successful beyond 
all expectation. His list of benefactions demonstrated the amazing pais. 

‘antl fatigue which the procuring them had cost him; and this too, in an 


advanced age.’ 
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as clear gain to himfelf; nor were they who divide the /poil ever 
more joyful than I have known him to be, on occafion of the 
hopeful converfion of finners, whether by his own or the miniftry 
of others’; and often has his foul wept in fecret places, for the pride and 
obftinacy of thofe who refufed to be reclaimed. 

‘ His great reading, with his various and long experience of the 
workings both of grace and corruption in the heart, made hima 
wife and fkilful cafuift; who could refolve perplexing exercifes of 
mind with clearnefs, and comfart others with thofe confolations, where- 
with he himfelf, in like cafes, had been comforted of God. 

‘ He was a faithful attendant on the Judicatures of the church, 
as is natural for one fo anxioufly concerned for the intereft of reli- 
gion as he was; and having accurately obferved the effects of a 
Jax and negligent government in fome churches, he became a 
more ftrenuous aflertor of due and ftrié difcipline. But, above 
other things, the purity of the mjniftry was his care; and there- 
fore, at the hazard of the difpleafure of many, and in the face of 
reproach, he zealoufly urged every {criptural method, by which 
earnal and earthly minded men might be kept from entering inte 
it, and men of piety and zeal, as well as learning, introduced, 

(To be continued. ) 
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REMARKS ON THE CHARACTER OF JOB, AND THE 
END OF GOD IN HIS AFFLICTION, 





Ye have heard of the patience of Fob, and feen the end of the Lord. 


JAMEs Vv. II. 


IN facred biography, Job unqueftionably holds a confpicuous 
place. He was a moft eminent fervant of God. ‘The different 
{cenes of life through which he pafled, were peculiarly interefting 
and inftructive. In his circumftances we find a furprifing con- 
traft of profperity and adverfity ; and the tranfition from one to 
the other was very fudden and extraordinary. 

We have no account of Job’s birth or genealogy. It is faid, 
that he dwelt in the land of Uz, and was a perfe& and upright man, one 
that feared God, and efchewed evil. By this we are to underftand 
eminent piety, but not finlefs perfection, For to fuppoie finlefs 
perfection, is wholly ineonfiftent with the general tenor of the 
Scriptures, and alfo with his own life. The latter claufe, one shat 
feared God, and efchewed evil, feems exegetical of perfec and upright, 
and juttifies the application of thefe terms to a/l who fear God and 
fhun evil, or in other words, who are truly pious. In this fenfe 
the Pfalmift ufes the terms ; “* Mark the perfect man, and behold 
the upright; forthe end of that man is peace.” 

That Job was not mere/y a pious man, but eminently fo, is evident 
from God’s telling Satan, that there was none like him in the earth; 
for unqueftionably there were other pious men in the earth at that 
tune, 
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time. But his diftinguifhed piety will appear more fully, as we 
purfue our remarks on his charaéter and life. -God, for purpofes 
infinitely wife and important, gave Satan power over Job and all 
that he had, his life only excepted. ‘* Behold, he is in thine hand; 
but fave his life.” God firft gave him power over all that Job had, 
enly referving his perfon. ‘ Behold, all that he hath is in thy 
power; only upon himfelf put not forth thing hand.” This pow- 
er, Satan inftantly improved to the ruin of Job’s property and 
children. In this trying, diftrefling fcene, he manifefted aftonith- 
ing magnanimity, fubmiflion and patience. While one meffenger 
with evil tidings prefled hard upon the fteps of another, he fup- 
ported an admirable calmnetfs of mind. When informed, by the 
laft of thefe meflengers, that his ten beloved children were buried 
in the ruins of the houfe in which they were cheerfully eating and 
drinking, he “ arofe, and rent his mantle, and fhaved his head ;’ 
not, however, to rave in diftra@ion, but to fall on the ground and 
worfhip God. In that hour of keeg, inexpreflible anguifh, he did 
not complain of the Divine government, or-charge God foolifbly. 
No, his enlarged, pious mind, was filled with adoring, grateful 
apprehenfions of God, as the benevolent fource of all the good 
things and delightful objects which he had enjoyed, and of which 
he was then deprived. ‘ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath tak- 
en away ; blefled be the name of the Lord.” 

Notwithftanding Job finned not under fo great temptation, but 
manifefted fuch unfhaken confidenee in God ; Satan would not yet 
be convinced that his religion was not felfifh, "When God remind- 
ed him that Job, in ail his fevere trials, had retained his integri- 
‘ty, he replied, “ Skin for fkin ; yea, all that a, man hath will he 

ive for his life; but put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone 
and his flefh, and he will curfe thee to thy face.” And God faid, 
‘¢ Behold, he is in thine hand; but fave his life.” ‘Thus permitted, 
he fmote Job with “ fore boils from the fole of his foot unto his 
“crown.” His afflictions thus increafed, feemed quite infupporta- 
ble ; but not a murmuring word dropped from his lips ; neither 
did a rebellious exercife rife in his heart. Submiffive and patient, 
‘he took a potfherd in his hand, with which to fcrape himfelf, 
and humbly “ fat down among the athes.” His wife, inftead of 
rejoicing to fee him thus humble and compofed, and encouraging 
this happy temper, joined with the adverfary in tempting him to 
impatience and fin. She faid to him, “ Doft thou ftill retain thine 
integrity ? curfe God and die.” This was doubtlefs painful and 
trying indeed. But ftill holding his integrity, he replied, “ Thou 
fpeakeft as one of the foolifh women fpeaketh. What! fhall we 
receive good at the hand of God, and thall we not receive evil ?” 
Under this preflure of complicated fufferings, through the whole 

affecting, trying fcene, thus far, Job “ did not fin with his 7 

But his cup of affliction is not yet full; his fufferings muft {till be 

increafed, and his faith and patience be more deeply tried. In 


purfuing 
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purfuing his hiftory, or examining the events of his life, we next 
find three particular friends vifiting him to fympathize with him, 
and comfort him in his great affliction; but they proved “ mifera- 
ble comforters” indeed. “They fat down on the ground with 
him feven days and feven nights” without uttering a word of con- 
folation. By that time, Job’s grief became fo great, that he could 
not fupprefs it. Confequently, he opened his mouth, and curfed 
the day of his birth. _ In curfing the day of his birth, we do not 
confider him innocent. He doubtlefs finned. But perhaps there 
was leds intended and implied in his curfing the day of his birth, 
than is generally fuppofed. As his friends who vifited him, as com- 
forters, had {pent fo long time with him without faying any thing 
to confole him, and his grief was fo extremely great; his mean- 
ing might be this: If all that the world can afford be the wretch- 
ednefs which I experience, and no relief to be obtained even from 
my moft intimate friends; how undefirable my life; and with 
what deep regret may I juftly look back to the inaufpicious day of 
my birth. Hence, he fays, “ Wherefore is light given to him that 
is in mifery, and life unto the bitter in foul ?” 

After Job had thus complained in his moft painful, compaffion- 
able condition, his three friends begaa to {peak in reply. But in- 
ftead of applying the healing balm to his bleeding wounds, they 
opened them afrefh, and poured in the wormwood and the gall, 
rather than the oil and the wine. ‘They openly queltioned his pie- 
ty, and intimated that all his fufferings were the confequence of 
hypocrify. In this, they evidently went on the groundlefs fuppo- 
fition, that fuch great and fingular afflictions could not come upon 
a man of Job’s apparent piety, if it were fincere. This erroneous 
opinion led them to be more and more pointed in their reproofs, 
and to cenfure him ftill more feverely as he continued to infift on 
his fincerity, and appealed to God as his witnefs: “ Behold, my 
witnefs is in heaven, and my record is on high.” In fufferings 
which demanded the fympathy and compatflion of every {pectator, 
to receive fuch treatment as this, even from particular friends, 
how exceedingly trying and painful: Hence he told them, if 
they were in his dolorous condition, he would not treat them ir 
fuch an unfeeling manner: but would ftrengthen them with his 
mouth, and the moving of his lips fhould affuage their grief. This 
reproof, though both tender and forcible, did not prevent them 
from continuing to wound Job’s feelings and increafe his affliction 
by their uncharitable cenfures. 

Thofe inftances in which Job was confidered as /e/f-righteous, and 
criminally Loafing of his own goodnefs, feem rather to be fo many 
efforts to vindicate his charaéter from the unreafonable fuggei- 
tions and cruel reproaches of his friends. He knew that they had 
formed an opinion of him, under /:is affliction, which was very in- 
cerrect ; hence he endeavoured,to correct and counteract this opin- 

ioA, 
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ion, and fupport his integrity. If he had fpoken of himfelf in the 
fame manner in his profperity, when his piety was not queftioned, 
he might, with much more propriety, have been confidered as be- 
trayinga felf-righteous, boafting fpirit. Moreover, Job faid nothing 
more favourable of himfelf than God had faid of him before. 
God told Satan that “he was a perfect and upright man, and that 
there was none like him in the earth: one that feared God and ef- 
chewed evil.”” Then why might he not modeftly vindicate that 
excellence of character which God himfelf had recognized? Why 
fhould he not repel the efforts of prefumptuous affailants to af- 
perfe it, and endeavour to keep the elevated ground on which he 
was placed? . 2 
Though it is not pretended, by thefe remarks, that Job was 
wholly (rae from fin in what he faid in defence of his integrity ; 
yet, on the whole, the defence was evidently juft, and met Divine 
approbation. For God accufed his friends of folly, in that they 
had not fpoken of him the things that were right, like Job, and di- 
rected them to offer a burnt offering, and told them that Job would 
pray for them, and that he would accept his prayer. Had Job 
been as much in the wrong, had his fin beer as great, as fome fup- 
pofe, it is reafonable to conclude that God would not have fpoken 
of him in fo favourable a manner ; but would have pointedly re-~ 
proved him for fuch open impiety. As to his curfing the day of 
his birth, as has been hinted, it feems the ebullition of his grief. 
There is reafon to believe, alfo, that it was the cuftom ot that day, 
for perfons in uncommon fuffering and grief, to curfe tlie day, 
which introduced them into this world of forrow. Hence Job faid, 
«“ Lét them curfe it that curfe the day, who are ready to raife up 
their mourning.” Here is evidently an allufion to an ancient cufs 
tom of employing mourners in times of affliction; and from the 
expreflions, “ Let them curfe it that curfe the day,” it appears, that 
they were in the habit of curfing the birth day of the affliated. 
Jeremiah, alfo, in his fufferings, curfed the day of his birth, in a 
manner very fimilar to Job. But Job was not diftinguifhed frmply 
for lis fubmiflion and patience. Thefe prominent features in 
his character were united with liberality and kindnefs to the poor 
and diftrefled, a benevolent, forgiving, epen, hofpitable, honeft and 
faithful temper of mind. “ There is none like him in the earth.” 
( To be continued. ) 








Religisus Communications, 


—— 
ON HEARING THE GOSPEL PREACHED. 


HILE a great part of mankind are involved in pagan dark« 

nefs, we, in this highly favoured country, enjoy the clear 
light of the gofpel. For fo great and diftinguifhing a bleffing, wecant 
never be fufficiently thankful to the adorable Faruer or Licuts, 
from 
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from whom cometh down every good and every perfed gift. The gofpel re- 
veals the method, which God, in his infinite wifdom and grace, 
hath devifed for the recovery of depraved, guilty men to his im- 
age and favour. But though the gofpel furnifhes the means of 
faving knowledge ; yet it does not make all, who hear it preached, 
wife unto falvation. In order that a preached gofpel may be prof- 
itable to them, who Aear it, it muft be heard in a proper manner. 
Hence the exhortation of our Saviour, at the clofe of the parable 
of the fower, Take heed, therefore, how ye hear.” It is the defign 
of the following effay, to illuftrate this exhortation of the Divine 
Author of the gofpel, by fhowing how people ought to hear the gof- 
pel preached, and the importance of their taking heed how they hear. 

With refpect to the manner in which the gofpel ought to be 
heard, the following brief obfervations are fubmitted to the ferious 
confideration of the reader, 

1. People ought to hear the gofpel preached, with /olemn and. 
devout attention. This is neceflary, in order to underfiand it. The 
gofpel is of no fervice to them, who do not underftand it. When 
any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and underftandeth it not, then 
cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was fown in his 
heart. But, in order to underftand the gofpel, people muft give 
ferious attention to it. No difcourfe, however plain and perfpicu- 
ous, can be underftood, by an inattentive, carelefs hearer. Some 
hearers let their eyes wander from one objec to another, durin 
the time of fermon ; others, whofe eyes are fixed upon the fpeak- 
er, let their thoughts run loofe, without any ferious regard to the 
matter delivered. Such perfons hear as though they heard not. 
Such hearers, though they may fit in the houfe of God, Sabbath 
after Sabbath, under the moft plain and faithful gofpel-preaching ; 
yet, will know no more of gofpel doétrines, than if they had fpent 
fo much time in fleep. 

The preacher of the gofpel fhould have the undivided attention 
of all his hearers, during the whole of his difcourfe. By letting 
one fentence flip, it is often the cafe, that the hearer breaks the 
connexion of the difcourfe, and renders a great part of what fol- 
lows unintelligible. 

Such is the folemn nature of the gofpel, that it demands the fe- 
rious attention of every hearer. It is a meflage from God to 
men. When the preacher faithfully exhibits the truths of the gof- 
pel, his hearers fhould confider what he fays, as the word of God. 
And when God fpeaks, through whatever medium, it becomes 
men to attend. Whena potent king fends one of his minilters 
with a royal meflage to any of his fubjects, he expects thofe fub- 
jets will give the fame attention, as if he went himfelf, and fpake 
to them with his own mouth. The faithful preachers of the 
gofpel are ambaffadors. for Chrif, Zion’s King; and he ex- 
pects that men fhould hear their meflage, with deep attention. 


2. People 
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2. People ought to hear the gofpel preached, with pious intere# 
and feeling. The gofpel is not a mere fy!tem of fpeculative truth, 
like arithmetic. It is not a cunningly devifed fable, defigned merely 
to entertain the imagination. It is addreffed to the con/cience’and 
the deart. Every perfon, who hears the gofpel, is deeply intereft- 


_ ed in its folemn truths, whether he apprehends it or not. He is 


the faint or the finner, who is addrefled, and whofe’ character and 


doom are pointed out. People are apt to hear the gofpel as mere 
fpectators. . They can fee this and the other perfon to whom it ap- 
plies ; but fcarcely reflect that any thing delivered belongs to them- 
felves. Whereas, the language of the gofpel to each hearer is, 
Thou art the man; thou art the woman, or the child. Every 
hearer ought to apply the truths and declarations of the gofpel to 
himfelf; and to feel as deeply interefted and concerned, as if he 
was the only perfon prefent, and the whole difcourfe was addreff- 
ed particularly to himfelf.  _ 

. 3. People ought to hear the gofpel preached, with candour. 
By candour, is meant, a willingnefs and fincere defire to’ know, 
and improve the ¢ruth. Prejudice is blind. A perfon, under’ the 
influence of prejudice, may hear the gofpel plainly and faithfully 
preached, during a long life, without being enlightened or con- 
vincéd. The hearers of the gofpel ought to lay their minds open 
to conviction. ‘They fhould be willing to hear the truth, let it be 
ever fo contrary to their preconceived opinions, or to the temper 
and relifh of their hearts. People ought to hear the gofpel with a 
fincere defire to know what the mind and will of God is. Unilefs 
they hear with fuch a defire, they will mifunderftand and wreft the 
doctrines of the gofpel, and, remain unconvinced of their truth. 

Do we not fometimes meet with perfons, who are unwilling to 
hear certain gofpel truths fo much as named; and much more, to 
hear a preacher: attempt to illuftrate them, to prove them by 
fcripture argument, and to anfwer the objections brought againft 
them by unbelievers. This is very uncandid. Thus did not the 
noble Bereans. They received the word with all readine/s of mind ; 
and {o fhould all the hearers of the gofpel. 

4. People ought to hear the gofpel with approbation. The 
gofpe. is the -counfel of God; and to difapprove it, isj the fame 
as to reply againft Him. The gofpelis a dodrine according to god- 
linefr ; it is a holy fyftem of truths and duties; and ought, there- 
fore, to receive the immediate and cordial approbation of every 
hearer. No one can feel unfriendly to gofpel truth, without feel- 
ing unfriendly to Chrift. No onecan feel friendly towards Chrift, 
who feels unfriendly to what Chrift fays. Thofe, therefore, hear 
the gofpel in a very improper manner, who do not cordially ap- 
prove all its great doctrines. | 


5: People ought to hear the gofpel with /ubmiffion ; or, a difpo- 
fition to obey all its commands. The gofpel teaches men, not on- 
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ly what to delieve, but what to do. It points out to men what God 
requires of them. . All, who hear the gofpel fully and faithfully 
preached, have an opportunity to know what their duty is; and, 
unlefs they feel willing to do it, they rebel againft God. The 
hearers of the gofpel ought not to feel the leaft defire to be excuf- 
ed from obeying one of the commands.of Chrift. They fhould all 
feel as Paul felt, when he faid, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
They fhould feel unconditional fubmiffion to the will and authori- 
ty of Chrift. Hence, St. James fays, Be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own felves. Thus, people fhould hear the 

of{pe] with attention, intereft,candour, approbation, and fubmiffion. 

The fecond thing propofed, is, to fhow that it is important for 
people to take heed Sow they hear a preached gofpel. 

1. This is important, becanfe there is great danger of their hear- 
ing itim an improper, manner. ‘There is danger that they will 
not. give fuitable attention toit. The gofpel is preached in but a 
- fmall part of the world: where it is preached, fcarcely half the 
people come to hearit ; and thofe who do come, are very apt to 
hear with inattention. They let trifling thoughts occupy their 
minds, and trifling obje@sturn off their attention. The minds of 
moft men are as volatile as the wind and as unflable as water. But, 
of thofe who hear. the gofpel with fome attention, how many 
there.are, who feel fo much prejudice againft it, as not to give it 
an impartial and candid hearing ?, And, how few hear it with cor- 
dial approbation, and a fubmiflive, obedient temper of heart? Men 
are all; naturally, unfriendly .to the gofpel; for they are ail nat- 
urally evil-doers; and Ae that doeth evil, hateth the light, agd will 
not come to the light, left bis deeds fhquld be reproved. ‘There is 
the. greateft, danger, therefore, that people will not hear the gof- 
pel ina becoming manner. But, 

2, . Unlefs\they do hear it as they ought, it will not profit 
them. ‘The gofpel is infinitely beneficial to all, who hear it aright. 
Itis.the power of God and the wifdom of God, unto falvation, to 
every one that believeth. ‘The gofpel is the means of falvation, to 
all, who hear it in an attentive, feeling, candid, approving manner. 
But it will be of no fervice to thofe, who treat it, either with neg- 
ligence, indifference, prejudice, or difapprobation. So far from it, 
that, 

3. Thofe who hear the gofpel in an improper manner, will 
receive infinite damage from it. A preached gofpel increafes the 
guilt of thofe who do not hear it aright ; it ferves only to harden 
their hearts and fit them for deftruction. Men always grow worle, 
if they do not grow better, under the clear light of the gofpel. 
The guilt of men always increafes, in proportion to the light and 
advantages, which they,poflefs and abufe. The guilt and mifery 
of the benighted heathens, who perifh, will be inconfiderable, com- 
pared with that of thofe, who have fat under a preached gofpel, aod 
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all their lives heard it with impenitent, unbelieving hearts, 
Hence, Chrift told his difciples, when he fent them ‘forth to 
preach his gofpel, “ Into whatfoever city ye enter, and they receive 
you not, go your ways out into the ftreets of the fame and fay, Even the 
duft of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe off againft you ; not- 
withflanding, be ye fure of this that the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 
But I fay unto you, That it [ball be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than 


for that city. He that heareth you, heareth me ; and he that defpifeth you, 


defpifeth me ; and he that defpifeth me, defpifeth him that fent me. Sol- 
emn are the words of that eminent preacher, Paul, to this effect; 
We are unto God a fweet favour of Chrifl, in them that are faved, 
and in them that perifob. To the one, we are the favour of death unto 
death ; and to the other, the favour of life untolife. Since a preach- 
ed gofpel is attended with fuch great and lafting effects; fince it 
is the means of faving thofe who hear it as they ought, and of de- 
ftroying thofe who hear it in an unbecoming manner ; is it not of 
the laft importance, that all who are favoured with an evangelical 
preacher, /hould take heed how they hear ? 

From the preceding obfervations, we may learn, 

1. Why fo many, who enjoy the clear light of a preached gofpel, 
grow up in profound ignorance of the gofpel fyftem. That this is 
the cafe, has been too often feen and lamented by many of the 
faithful fervants of Chrift. It is not uncommon to find thofe, 
who, Sabbath after Sabbath, hear faithful minifters of Chrift preach, 
unable to anfwer fome of the plaineft queftions in divinity, and ig- 
norant of fome of the very firft principles of the oracles of God. ‘The 
reafon is, they have heard the everlafting gofpel all their lives with 
carelefs inattention, heedlefs indifference, and blind prejudice. 
How often have finners, in a time of awakening, confeffed this with 
forrow and fhame. 

2. We may learn, from what hath been advanced, that a min- 
ifter may be a faithful, and, at the fame time, an unfuccefsful preach. 
er of the gofpel. Faithful preachers are commonly more or lefs 
fuccefsful ; but not always. Sometimes the plain and faithful 
preachers of the gofpel have long laboured, apparently in vain, 
and /pent their flrength for nought. ‘The reafon was, their people did 
not take heed how they heard. As much depends upon the hear- 
ers, as upon the preachers of the gofpel, No preacher can profit 
his hearers, unlefs they will attend and hear with candourand fingle-. 
nefs of heart. ‘The more faithful a minifter is, the more explicitly 
and ai one he declares all the counfel of God, the more his 
miniftrations will ftupify and harden his hearers, unlefs they take 


heed sow they hear. 

3. It appears, in the light of this fubjeé, that thofe, who hear 
the gofpel of Chrift faithtully preached, are of all men in the mok 
critical and folemn fituation. They enjoy the means of faving 
knowledge. If they hear as they may and ought, they will become 
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wife unto falvation. The kingdom of heaven is brought nigh unto 
them. But if they will not hear, fo as to profit, they will incur 
vatt guilt and unutterable mifery. They are fitting faft for heaven 
or hell. ' How folemn and critical, then, is their fituation! Of 
all the creatures of God, they have the greateft reafon.to awake 
out of fleep, and attend tothe things which belong to their ever- 
lafting peace, | PHILANDER. 
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ON THE DECEITFULNESS OF THE HUMAN HEART, WITH REF- 
ERENCE TO PLEASURE OR HAPPINESS. 


HAPPINESS is an obje& which all have in view; and which 
they purfue, in one way or other, with great ardency and un- 
wearied perfeverance: Their expectation is “ on tip-toe,”’ that 
fubftantial good and fatisfactory enjoyment is, almoft, within their 
reach ; and with redoubled fpeed they prefs forward in their pur- 
fuit of it. But, alas, how generally do they :meet with difap- 
pointment! They eagerly grafp at an imagined fubftance; but 
are mocked by a fleeting fhadow, an unfubftantial phantom. 
There is nothing, about which mankind are more generally de- 
ceived, than about the nature of true and permanent happinefs, 
and the means by which it is to be fecured. Imagination is ar- 
dent and lively in depicting happinefs, in the moft vivid and daz- 
zling colours ; is perpetually on the ftretch to. devife means by 
which it may be obtained, and every nerve of the body is on the 
ftrain, to carry thofe means into effe&. Thus do mankind feek, 
but how feldom do they find! Is not the reward of all. their in- 
ventions and purfuits, the fadnefs of difappointment? Do they 
not generally find, by painful experience, that ** all is vanity and 
vexation of {pirit ?” 7 

As there are many, who promife themfelves much happinefs in 


the purfuit of vain amufements and fenfual indulgencies, our re- 


marks will relate, principally, to this fubject. 

To many, how fafcinating are the allurements of the card ta- 
ble? Behold! beings endowed with a rational nature and deftined 
to a future and endlefs ftate of exiftence; poflefled of minds, ca- 
pable of the moft fublime, refined and glorious contemplations ; 
capable of deriving the moft exalted and fatisfying pleafures, and 
even joys unfpeakable and full of glory, from contemplating the 
greatnefs, the refplendent beauties and matchlefs perfeaions of 


the eternal God ; from contemplating the wonders and the gran- 


deur of the works of creation, the aftonifhing, fcenes of divine 

rovidence, and the ineffable riches of divine love and grace. 
Behold! beings formed for an endlefs progreflion in knowledge, 
and in happinefs or mifery, to whom but a very fhort period of 
time is allotted to make preparation for the enjoyment of that hap- 
pinefs, 
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pinefs, on avoiding shat mifery,;, beings,’ who are addreffed and 
urged by motives,and confiderations the méft tremendous and in. 
tereiting, the moft cogent and alluring, zmmediately to attend to the 
e¢oncerns of: futurity ;' and to be up and doing, with all there 
might, whatfoever their hands find to do, that they, might fecure 
the favour and frientifhip of God in this world, and the everlating 
enjoyment of him in the, world to come.—Reader ! contemplate a 
‘group of fuch beings as thefe, feated at a gambling table, with 
minds powerfully arrefted by pieces of pattecboard, ornamented with 
fpots and impreiiions of different fhapes and colours. See! with 
what intenfenefsievery,eye;is fixed upon them, Behold, the vari- 
ous paflions of the foul ftrongly depicted on every countenance ! 
Hear their converfation !' How . perfectly does it agree with the 
language of pagans! Chance, luck and, fateare the deities, which 
prefide over the ‘pame: and»on theif nod, the decifion of the 
ighty conteft depends! But the providence of God, that provi- 
nce which extends to, and goveins all events, is apparently ex- 
uded fronvthe:minds and creed of thefe dewotional Chriflians ! 
‘How powerfully :does this practice tend to remove that rever- 
ce from the mind, which ought always to be entertained of the 
evidencesof —God,»and of his:hely and awful prefence! What 
is called chaace;imthe turning up of a,card, is the effec of imme, 
diate and divine. fapcriutendency.»\\t is the great God of providence, 
who always decidestwhat card fhall be turned up a trump; but 
how thoughtlefsly ,: and with what.i irréverence, do vain and trifling 

mortals:make an appeal to this great and glcrious Being for a de 
cifion with. ref{pect: to! fach an.event! Should it be. faid that, no 
fuch aw appeal ij made ; that-nothing is referred to the decifion of 
the ‘God of providence ; let it be afked, to whom, then, or to what, 
is the desidien referred? 'To chance or luck ?. But is not chance or 
luck a kind of imaginary deity ? Of courfe, is not fuch a reference 
a fpeciesiof idolatry 2+ The lot is caft into the lap, but the whole 
difpofing thereof istof the Lord.’? God’s providence fuperintends, 
and rules all things. , Let: none then flubflitute chance or luck for 
the providence of God, or talk about this imaginary fomething in 
oppolitidn to: that: "appa as they would avoid the crime of 
woes idolatry. » 

> Afide: ‘from: this-bad! and darigerous tendancy of the practice of 
gaming, how oftendods it prove the fru:tful fource of angry pat- 
fions, of warm andrindecens gifputationa, of implacable enmities, 
of bitter curfings and: horrid execrations!; How many have been 
reduced to poverty,:and a fate of agonizing diftrefs and defpera- 
tion oftmind; fromithe purfuit of this enticing and finful practice ! 
and whoj:from defpair, have been hurried headlong and unpre- 
pared into the unfathomable iabyfs of ctermiby, by the horrid crime 
jof fuicide! Yetydvow many, dias}. refort to the gaming’ table ia 
— of happinefsvinspurfuit of pleafure! . In: this prattice, how 
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much precious, precious time is:confumed; wated, murdered ; 
to find enjoyment! Miferable and wretched indeed mutt be ¢heir 
fituation, who can find no better refource of happinefs than this. 
How aftonifhing muft be the delufion of fuch votaries of pleafure ! 
How great the deceitfulnefs and depravity of their hearts ! 

' However the above:remarks have been made. with more imme- 
diate application to gambling, it is not defigned that the application 
fhould be made, exclufively, to that practice, but in no {mall de- 

eé, to card playing, confidered as an antufement. It is believed that 

me, if not moit of the arguments, which may reafonably be em- 
ployed againft the former pradice, as evil, and incompetent to pro- 
cure happinefs, may reafonably » be employed againft the J/ater 
praaice. 

In connexion with this * pleafure of fin,” that of exceffive drink- 
ing of ardent fpirits may, with propriety, be confidered. By ex- 
ceflive drinking is meant the conifumption of fpirituous liquors, 
whether the quantity be more or lefs, when the objeé is not utility, 
but the gratification of the fenfe' of tafte. As the ‘drinking of fuch li- 
quors in company, and at certain places of refort, has, with bachana- 
lians in’ general, the higheft claim to happinefs or pleafure, our re- 
marks will more particularly relate to that mode of drinking, to the 
things connected with it, and fome of the confequences thence 
refulting. 

The object of thofe, who are mighty to drink ftrong drink, it is 
prefumed, is happinefs. Nor ‘will it be denied, that in drinking 
with the drunken, they realize, in fome fenfe and in fome degree, 
the object of their purfuit. That fenfe, which is common to them 
and the brute, is gratified. But the thirfty hart’ drinks from the 
cooling brook with a more exquifite relifh, ‘and realizes higher en- 
joyment, than intemperate men ever experienced, in drinking the 
wine when it is red, when it fheweth its colour in the cup, and mov- 
eth itfelf aright. Glorious attainment! to. rank with the beaft 
that ‘perifheth, or rather to hold an inferior rank, im point of 
pleafure and enjoyment! 

. That reafonable beings, who might realize pleafures unfpeak- 
able, and joys fablime and full of glory, from drinking of the 
“ pure river of the water of life,” fhould i imagine that ‘any enjoy- 
ment, worth the purfuit, is to be derived from exceflive drinking 
of ardent fpirits, can be accounted for on no other confideration, 
than that their hearts are deceitful above all things, and defperate- 
ly wicked. But let it be admitted that this praétice does real/y im- 
part much prefent fatisfaGtion and enjoyment, yet how momentary 
is the continuance, ‘and how evil the confequences ! In proportion 
to the meafure or degree of this fenfual indulgence, are the con- 
fequent pains and fufferings. ‘Who hath wo? who hath forrow ? 
who hath contentions ? who hath babbling? who hath wounds 
Without caufe? who hath redne/s of eyes? Tirey that tarry long at 
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the wine ; they that go to feek mixed wine ;” mixed fpirits. Such 
intemperance in the end “ biteth like a ferpent, and ftingeth like 
an adder ;” and the fubjects of it are like thofe “who lie down 
in the midft of the fea, or as thofe who lie on the top of a matt.” 
The diftrefling and wretched confequences of intemperance in 
drinking ardent fpirits a thoufand times more than counterbal- 
ance all the pleafure or enjoyment which is derived from it. Let 
the aching head, the diftrefsful naufea, the lofs of time, the facri- 
fice of property, of reputation, health and reafon, in connexion 
with the grief and anguifh occafioned to families and friends, arif- 
ing from the intemperate ufe of fpirituous liquors, be put in the 
balance againft the low and fordid pleafure refulting from that 
practice, and how unfpeakably great would be their preponder- 
ance! The momentary gratification, arifing from this fhameful 
practice, would be no more in the balance of truth, to countervail 
the evils which refult from it, than the lighteft down or feather 
poifed againft talents of lead. 

But this picture, if it may be called a pidure, is not yet fufficient- 
ly examined. It poffeffes a kind of animation and /pirit, if the 
expreflion be allowable, which adds not much to its beauty or 
reputation. By intemperance in drinking, vigour is added to the 
paffions, and a wonderful fluency is often communicated to the 
tongue. How often are the unhallowed paffions fo excited, as to 
find vent iz angry, boifterous and threatening language ; in hor- 
rid oaths and execrations, and in ‘ fmiting with the fift of wick- 
ednefs !”” Or at /eaft, do they not give currency to tattling, flander, 
icurrilous language, foolifh talking and jefting, boafting of great 
and mighty achievements, laying wages for money, or-for “ that 
which is not bread,” &c. 

But the intoxicating draught is fometimes productive of different 
effects. The fubjects of it become fluent in converfation on the fa- 
cred theme of religion. Although in their fober moments fuch char- 
acters feldom, if ever, open their mouths on this interefting and fol- 
emn fubjeé&, yet now it obtains the ready fervice of their tongues. 
They become wifer than their teachers; nor are there any dif- 
ficulties or myfteries in the fublime ftience of theology, which 
they cannot comprehend with eafe, and with facility explain and 
illuftrate. They can difcover in the public performances of their 
religious inftructors, the groffe/? contradifions, which, to men of fo- 
ber, found and reflecting minds, appear perfectly rational and 
confiftent! ‘They cam with much eafe transform all the lovely 
beauties of vital religion and experimental godlinefs into enthufiafm, 
fuperftition and hypocrify, and with a zeal, bordering on.mad- 
nefs, declaim againft them. Having thus exhibited the depth 
of ‘their ‘knowledge, the acutenefs of their difcernment, their 
attachment to religion, and the powers of their eloquence, they 
devoutly conclude, with an oath, and with a flaggering flep, that 
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it is beft for people to be fleady, and rational, and moral in their 
conduc ! 

Such, with many, are the “ purfuits of pleafure !? To whata depth 
of degradation is their nature funk! How aftonifhing is it that 
men, capacitated for the moft refined and folid pleafure and enjoy- 
ment ; capable of holding converfe with angels of light; of enjoy- 
ing fellowfhip with the great Emmanuel, and of maintaining com- 
munion with that high and holy One, who inhabiteth eternity— 
How attonithing is it, that men, thus capacitated, fhould wallow in 
the mire of fenfuality, drink of troubled and polluted ftreams, hold 
alliance with infamy, and court everlafting fhame and contempt! 
Wonder, O heavens, and be aftonifhed, O earth, at folly and per- 
verfenefs like this! Lord, what is man! what is man! How is 
the gold become dim, and the moft fine gold changed! Surely 
the heart is deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked. 

A few curfory obfervations will now be made on the deceitful- 
nefs of the heart, with relation to happinefs, as arifing from feveral 
other fources. What but a heart deceitful above all things can 
promife fubftantial happinefs and fatisfattory enjoyment from 
worldly riches and honours; from pride, and from “ the giddy 
mazes of the fantaftic dance!” From the pofleflion and enjoy- 
ment of thefe things, much happinefs is promifed ; but how little-is 
realized! Woes wealth fatisfy the cravings of the avaricious 
mind ; or impart happinefs to the immortal foul? Let the greedy 
worldling anfwer the queftion. If he will anfwer it fairly and 
truly, he will fay, No. He will frankly confefs that real enjoy- 
ment, inftead of increafing, fuffers diminution as his ftores accu- 
mulate ; that as he advances in wealth, his eagernefs to grafp at 
more, acquires ftrength, and becomes more painfully reftlefs, and 
that this is attended with a thoufand vexations and peace-difturb- 
ing cares. But yet how prepofterous! he ftill looks for happinefs, 
and with much confidence expetts, that, ere long, he fhall realize jt, 
and to a high degree, from this deceitful and vexatious fource ! 

Does worldly honour confer any real good or happinefs? Let 
the ambitious and reftlefs demagogue, who by flattery and deceit 
has afcended to the fummit of that flippery mount, anfwer the 
gueftion. If he will but anfwer it fairly and truly, he will fay, 
with a figh, “ vanity and vexation of fpirit. All this availeth me 
nothing, while I fee Mordecai fitting in the king’s gate.” 

Do the amufements of the aflembly or ball-room {fatisfy the de- 
fires of the immortal mind, or impart any real and fatisfa&tory en- 
joyment? O, ye fons and daughters of diffipation and mirth! 
know ye not by experience, that in the midft of your gaiety, mirth 
and Jaughter, your hearts are often fad? that all your joys are of 
the tumultuary kind, and like the “crackling of thorns under a pot,” 
which make a momentary blaze, and thenexpire. In the midft of 
your brighteft feftive fcenes, when a ferious thought obtrndes upon 
Vol. IV. No. 1a. Zz your 
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your minds, does not confcience difturb you, defpoil you of your 
glee, and infix a torturing fting in your hearts? After the’ clofe 
of fuch {fcenes, do you not often experience painful reflections, and 
find an uneafy pillow? And how often does the following day 
witnefs your languor, depreffion, and incapacity for a fuitable dif- 
charge of its appropriate duties! But notwithftanding the flatter- 
ing profpects of pleafure, as prefented to view by objects of time 
and fenfe, feldém or never fail to difappoint the expectations of the 
purfuer, yet, fuch is the deceitfulnefs of the heart, that expectation 
is kept alive, and the purfuit is, with great eagernefs, continued. 
And, alas! how often is it continued till death brings it to a peri- 
od, and all the horrors of a diftrefsful eternity deftroy every delu- 
five hope, and blaft every vain and flattering expedtation ! 

Since from the fources, which we have been confidering, the 
ftreams of rational, refined and fatisfactory happinefs are not to be 
derived, let it be our object to feek for this great good, where on/y 
it is to be found, in God, in his word, and im doing the things 
which he fays. Let the love of God infpire our fouls, and under 
the influence of this love, let us do all things to the divine glory, 
Mhunning the “ very appearance of evil.” This is the only /ucce/s- 
ful purfuit of happinefs, of that happinefs which is clear as the river 
of God, pure as the light, bright as the wings of angels, boundlefs 
as our valt defires, and lafting as eternity. 

O my foul! gather not thon with the wicked: unto their af- 
fembly, mine honour, be not thou united. Let édis be our fixed 
and immoveable determination. And by precept and example let 
us do every thing in our power, to difcountenance and fupprefs 
that enfnaring, injurious and finful practice, gambling. In every 
proper way, let us exert ourfelves to break up the haunts of intem- 
perance, caroufing, and all feductive and diflipating amufements : 
and to promote a fpirit of ferioufnefs, reverence of the Deity, and 
a facred regard to religious and civil inftitutions, in ourfelves and 
others. To the beft of purpofes let us devote our talents, and 
fpend our invaluably precious time ; nor fuffer any portion of it to 
be fquandered away in idlenefs, in diflipation andin vice. In our 
focial: vifits and friendly intercourfe with each other, let us care- 
fully avoid “all foolifh talking and jefting, which are not conveni- 
ent,” and obferve that gravity and decorum in our converfation, 
which may minifter grace unto the hearers. Nor let us be un- 
mindful to fay fomething for Chrift, femething relative to the 
concerns of the foul, by which we may mutually “ provoke each 
other to love and good works.” ‘Thus let all be up and doing 
whatfoever their hands find to do. 

How vatt are the confiderations, which urge and prefs all to ob- 
ferve and dothefe things! ‘Time flies, heaven invites, hell threat- 
ens. All things around us call, in vanguage moft impreflive, for 


eur awakened attention. O then let us hearken; let us know and 
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do the things which belong to our everlafting peace and happi- 
nefs. If already we have not made our peace with God, not 4 
moment is to be loft in this great concern. Everlatting life, or 
everlafting death, may depend on the prefent inftant. Who 
knows but’ we may now be hanging over the bottomlefs pit of ru- 
in, not only by a /flender thread, but a thread, which is now /napping 
afunder ! And yet can we be ftill fecure ; feel no alarm, no folicitude 
about our awful fituation! What madnefs, then, muft be in our 
hearts! O God of mercy and of power! reach down thine om: 
nipotent arm, and for thy great name’s fake, {natch finners, who 


‘are ready to perifh, as brands from the burning. 
SILAS. 


~~ — ae 


For the Massachusétts Missionary Magazine. 


Messrs, Epirors, 

HAVING been fomewhat acquainted with the churches in the 
new fettlements, I have feen reafon to lament, that, in many 
inftances, they are not furnifhed with fuitable articles of faith and 
practice ; and in fome inftances they bave none. As'the Miffiona- 
ries have not always prepared articles beforehand, they have been 
obliged, at the time of organizing a church, to form them in hatte. 
Different Miffionaries have adopted different articles, and fo has the 
fame Miffionary at different times. It is obvious to every one, 
who is acquainted with the fubjeé, that every church fhould be 
furnifhed with diftinguifhing, well arranged and well exprefled 
articles, both of faith and praétice, as well as witha covenant. It 
is very defirable that all the Miffionaries fhould adopt fubftantially, 
if not verbally, the fame articles. And might it not be expedient 
for a Miffionary Society to put into the hands of its Miflionaries 
fuch articles as they believe and approve? I have taken fome pains 
to form a correé confeffion of faith and praétice. And in view of 
the fa&ts jult ftated, I have been induced to fend you acopy. If 
can, by no means, fuppofe that all, even of thofe who are found in 
the faith, will fully approve thefe articles. Nor do I imagine that 
they are the beft that can be formed. My object, in defiring them 
to be publifhed, is to awaken the attention of thofe who are con- 
cerned to the fubje&. But they are cheerfully fubmitted to your 
difpofal. SERAIAH, ' 


Articles of Faith, 

. There is one, and but one God, who is the Creator, Preferver 

ne Governor of all, and poffeffes every natural and moral per- 
fection. 

2. The holy Bible was written by men divinely infpired, and is 

a perfect rule of faith and prattice, 


3. God 
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3. God exifts in three perfons, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, and thefe three are one; the fame in effence and 
equal in every divine perfection. 

4. God hath foreordained whatfoever ¢omes to pafs. 

5. God created Adam perfeétly holy, and. made him the re- 
prefentative of all his pofterity. 

6. By Adam’s fall all his poflerity are born wholly depraved ; 
and they are jultly liable to endlefs punifhment. 

7. The Lord Jefus Chrift, who is God and man, hath, by his 
death, made an atonement for the fin of the world. 

8. God hath purpofed to apply the atonement to thofe only, who 
were predeltinated to be holy and to be heirs of eternal glory. 

9. The foundation of the eleét’s acceptance with God is Jefus 
Chrift, in whom they become interefted by faith alone. 

10. To exercife any gracious affection, a finner muft be renewed 
by the power and grace of the Holy Spirit. 

11. God hath covenanted to bring all the eleé&t to his heavenly 
kingdom. 

12. The church ought to require a credible profeffion of holy 
love of all whom they receive to their communion, 

13. Adult believers, who have not been baptized, and the 
children of profefling believers are the proper fubjects of baptifm. 

14- God hath appointed a day in which he will judge the 
world in righteoufnefs by Jefus Chrift, who will then receive the 
righteous to endlefs happinefs, and fentence the wicked to endlefs 
punifhment. 


Articles of PraGice. ) 

1. A church confifts of a number of vifible faints, united and 
bound by a covenant to walk together according to the Scriptures, 

2. The members of a church are bound to watch over each oth- 
er with great care and tendernefs ; and to admonifh, reprove, and 
difcipline fuch as trefpafs. 

3. Herefy and unchriftian condu@ are trefpaffes againft the 
church. | 

4. A church has a right to determine what is herefy and un- 
chriftian conduét. 

5- None ought to bring a complaint againft a member before 
the church, unlefs they think there is ground of -complaint, and 
evidence of the offence; nor until they have taken the private 
methods to convince and reclaim him. 

6. A church ought not to receive a complaint againft a mem- 
ber, unlefs it be brought by two, or three, who teftify that the pri- 
vate methods to reclaim him have been taken, and that he will not 
pent shes and that he ought to be called to an account by the 
church. 


“9. The 
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7- The church ought to excommunicate every member, who 
perfifts in herefy, or unchriftian conduct, after dealing with him 
according to the Scriptures. 

8. An excommunicated perfon may not be reftored, but upon a 
public confeffion of his fins» a profeflion of repentance, and a re- 
formation of his conduét. 

g- Achurch ought to direét in finging the praifes of God. 

10. It is expedient for a church to obtain the advice and judg- 
ment of other churches in important and difficult cafes, 





The Covenant of a Church. 

You do now, in the prefence of the heart-fearching God, and be- 
fore angels and men, choofe the Lord Jehovah to be your God 
and portion, and you heartily receive the Lord Jefus Chrift for 
your Redeemer and Saviour, and the Holy Spirit for your teach- 
er and fandtifier, You do wholly renounce the fervice of Satan, 
and you covenant to yield an univerfal obedience to all the divine 
commandments. You do fubmit yourfelf to the government of 
Chrift in his church, and to the regular adminiftration of it in this 
church. You do covenant to attend the worfhip and the ordinances 
of the gofpel with this church, fo long as God continues you in 
this place. And you promife to be accountable to this church as 
long as you live, unlefs you be regularly releafed from your rela- 
tion to this particular church. This you promife. 

We do now receive you into our communion, and covenant to 
watch over you with all Chriftian tendernefs, treating you in love 
as a member of the body of Chrift, who is head over all things 
to the church. Amen. — 


—» toe 


THE PREVALENCE OF ARDENT PRAYER, 


GOOD men are devout. Prayer is an appointment of Heaven ; 
it is the mean of earthly felicity. Deity is moved by our prayers 
in proportion to their ardor and perfeverance. The fofteft whifper, 
the feebleft defire, the fainteft wifh of a devout foul, has a corref- 
ponding effect. More powerful is afervent addrefs. Impaflioned, 
importunate, perfevering prayer will reach the earof God. Pray- 
er, animated with holy zeal, fupported by perfeverance, obtains at 
the throne of grace all it feeks. In view of fuch prayers, God 
faith to the fupplicant, “ open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it ;” 
“‘ enlarge thy requelts, multiply thy defires, and I will fatisfy them 
all.” He fays more; “command ye me.” “ Let it be according 
to thy word,” when thou prayeft in this manner. 

Numerous faéts, as well as texts of Scripture, confirm this idea of 
fuch prayer. A woman of Canaan cried unto Jefus Chrift, fayings 
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“ Have mercy on me, O Lord, thon fon of David, my daughter, 
is grievoufly vexed with a demon. And he anfwered her not a 
word.” He took no notice of her. Then came the and worfhip- 
ped him, faying, * Lord, help me.” He neplied, It is not meet to 
give the children’s bread to dogs. ‘She faid, Truth, Lord ; yet 
the dogs eat the crumbs, which fall“from their mafter’s table.’? 
Then Jefus anfwered, ‘OQ woman, great is thy faith ; be it unto 
thee, even as thou wilt.” ‘ Defire what you will, and it fhall be 
granted you.” Her daughter was healed that hour. | 

A certain widow went toan unjult judge, faying, “* Avenge me 
of mine adverfary.”- And he would not for a while, yet after- 
ward he faid, becaufe this widow troubleth me, 1 will avenge her, 
Jeft by her continual coming fhe weary me. And the Lord faid, 
fhall not God avenge his own elect, who cry day and night ?” By 
this, God teaches ys how to pray with fuccefs ; he teaches us to 
pray “continually,” to cry “day and night,” and as it were 
“trouble” him with our inceflant fupplications. Then “ fhall’’ 
it be feen, that our prayers are an{wered. 

Another paflage occurs to prove that perfevering, importunate 
prayer always obtains the good it afks. One neighbour cries to 
another, “ Friend, lend me three loaves.”” The reply is, ‘* Trouble 
me not ; the door is now fhut; my children are with me in bed ; 
I cannot rife and give thee.” I fay unto you, though he will not 
rife and give him becaufe he is his friend ; yet, becaufe of his im- 
portunity, he will rife and give him as many as he needeth. 

‘Fhefe remarks give comfort and encouragement in view of ob- 
jects, which the heart defires. Men have objects of devout defire ; 
they are attainable. They defire comfort ; they defire to perform 
ufeful fervices ; they defire confolation in death; they defire fu- 
ture glory. Perfevering, importunate prayer is a mean of ob- 
taining thefe and other mercies defired. Engage then in “ contin- 
ual’’ prayer ; breathe forth the holy “ importunity” of thy heart ; 
“ weary” the throne of grace “ day and night.” Then comforts 
are thine, ufeful fervices are thine, peace in death, future glory, 
and all defired mercies are thine. . 

We alfo fee what Chrilftians lofe by the lukewarmnefs and in- 
conftancy of their prayers. They purfue, they feek, they pray for 
many bleflings, but their prayers are fo dull, fo languid, fo incon- 
fiant, that no good comes to their fouls. The prophet ordered 
the king to {mite the ground; he feebly ftruck two or three 
times ; but had he ftricken “ five or fix times,” he would have ob- 
tained his moft fanguine defires ; he would have completely fub- 
dued his foes. So do men often lofe the fruit of their prayers be- 
taufe they are fo few, fo faint, fo inconftant. 

Do we not, in the truth of the remarks made, fee the unfpeaka- 
ble goodne/s of God ? What can poflibly be more comforting, than 
to know there is away of accefs to God, and a mode of addrefs, 
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that fecures all the objects of the heart’s defire. What encourage- 
ment is this to truft in God, to fubmit to prefent trials, to depend 
on future deliverance. Let us then proftrate ourfelves in prayer 
like Elijah, when his fupplications opened the windows of heaven ; 
let us wreltle like Jacob, when he prevailed with God, and 
obtained peace with his brother ; let us, like the fervant of Ifaac, 
feek divine direction in all our important undertakings ; and relt 
affured, that if in ali our ways we acknowledge God, he will. di- 
rect our paths. | EVUSEBIUS. 








Selections. 


EMINENT WITNESSES TO EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION. 
(Continued from p. 345.) 


NO. XXe J» BRUEN, ESQ.* 


Born about 1555. Died 1641 


R. Bruen was of an ancient and honourable family, of 
M Bruen Stapleford, and brother to Mrs. Catherine Brettergh, 
of pious memory. 

When any ufed to inquire when this gentleman received his 
fir ferious impreffions, he ufed to anfwer, * Even of a child when 
little ;”? that is, about fix or feven years of age. 

In 1577, he went to Oxford, where he was ftrongly tainted with 
popith fuperftitions, but recovered by the converfation of a Pro- 
teftant friend; after this, however, he laments that he too much 
gave way to the vain amufements of the age, particularly hunting 
and hawking, till it pleafed God, when he was about thirty-two, to 
call him fully and finally home to himfelf ; ever after which, his 
life was very exemplary, and he was particularly eminent for the 
regularity and propriety of his family religion, and for encourag- 
ing and promoting the Proteftant intereft. In refpect of the for- 
mer, he was ufually his own chaplain, and began the domeftic fer- 
vice with a fhort prayer for divine afiflance from the Lord the 
Spirit, and divine acceptance, through Jefus Chrift the Mediator.” 

' Several weeks before his death, he was extremely weak, but 
bore his infirmities with truly Chriflian fortitude and refignation. 
Some of his laft words were—* The Lord is my portion, my help, 
and my truft ; his bleffed Son Jefus is my Saviour and Redeemer 
—Even fo, faith the Spirit unto my fpirit—Even fo, come Lord 
Jefus—O come—come—come.” ° 

xXx! 


* Hindee’s Life of Bruen, and Clark’s Lives. 
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No. XXIs JUDGE HALE.* 
Born A. D. 1609. Died 1676. 


SIR Matthew Hale was educated to the law under the patron- 
age of attorney-general Noy and Mr. Selden. His parts were 
quick, his memory good, and his application indefatigable ; fo 
that he attained, befide his profeffional knowledge, a confiderable 
acquaintance with the civil law, feveral branches of the mathe- 
matics, hiftory, experimental philofophy, phyfic, and above all, 
divinity. 

Mr, Hale’s converfion was thus effected. During the time of 
his ftudies, being in fome jovial company, a fellow ftudent of his 
drank to fuch excefs, that he fell down apparently dead. Mr. H. 
was fo alarmed at this circumftance, that he retired to pray for the 
youth’s recovery, and for his own forgivenefs, vowing, at the 
fame time, never more to keep fuch company, nor to drink an 
health ; which he ever after religioufly obferved. 

His excellent Contemplations abound with teftimonies to the 
truth of experimental religion in all its branches. In one of them, 
particularly, {peaking of the Scriptures, he fays, “ The powerful 
Spirit of God works up in the foul an affent unto them, and that 
of fuch a ftrength, as is no lefs convincing than {cience itfelf, which 
is faith ; and therefore faith, thus wrought, purifies the heart as 
well as the life; and fora conftant and unintermitted application, 
and reminding us of thefe truths, God is pleafed to affift us with 
the continual afffing grace of his Spirit.”’+ 

In another place, {peaking of the fecret guidance and direétion 
of the good Spirit of God, he extends it to temporals as well as 
fpirituals ; and adds—“ I can call my own experience to witnefs, 
that even in the external actions of my whole life, I was never 
difappointed of the belt guidance and diredion, when I have, in 
humility and fincerity implored the fecret direction and guidance 
ef the divine wifdom.” 


ae 


THOUGHTS ON ETERNITY. 
_ (Concluded from p. 347.) 


WHEN you hear of the death of others, how proper and ufeful 
a reflection would this be, they are gone into eternity! When 
you hear the folemn found of a tolling bell, think, another foul is 
gone into eternity! When you fee the funeral of a neighbour, 
think, his time is ended ; he is arrived at his efernal home, and is 
fixed in an upchangeable ftate ; man giveth up the ghof, and where 
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* Life by Burnet. Bio. Dict. and Bio. Evan. Vol. III. 
+ Contempl. Part II. p. 40, 8vo. 
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is he ? What has become of him,’ whom but a few days ago we 
faw and converfed with? In what place, with what company 
is he now? While I am thus reflecting, what does he fee, and 
feel and think? And how foon will the fame thing be faid 
concerning me alfo—He is dead! O that folemn awful day 
which fhall finifh my courfe! That infinitely important day, 
when I muft enter upon eternity! Surely thefe juft and nat- 
ural reflections fhould make me ferious; as they did a very 
eminent courtier and ftatefman, whofe memorable words cannot 
fail to make fome impreflion on every reader. This great mai hav- 
ing retired from the bufy world, fome of his gay companions rallied 
him on his becoming religious, and told him he was melancholy. 
“ No,’ faid he,‘ lam not melancholy, but | am frious ; and ’tis fit 
I fhould be fo. Ah my friends! while we laugh, all things are /eri- 
ous round about us: God is /erious who exercifeth patience towards 
us : Chrift is /erious, who fhed his blood for us: the Holy Spirit is 
ferious, in ftriving againft the obftinacy of our hearts: the Holy 
Scriptures bring to our hearts the mof ferious things: the whole 
creation is /erious in ferving God and us: all that are in heaven or 
hell are /erious :—How then can we be gay ?” 

Let us then maintain a fteadfaft regard to eternity, wherever we 
are, and whatever we do.. Were we deliberately to compare tem- 
poral and eternal things, we could never imagine that providing 
for the prefent lifejwas worthy fo many hours’ thought and la- 
bour every day, and eternity {carce worthy of half a thought in 
many hours, and perhaps not one fixed /erious thought in many 
days!. Proper thoughts of eternity will reftrain our immoderate 
fondnefs for the things of time; they will fhow us that the riches, 
honours, and pleafures of this life, are all temporary, fading, and 
deceitful... They will teach us to follow even our lawful worldly 
bufinefs with moderation ; fenfible that we have more important 
affairs to mind. They will abate our fondne(s for the diftinétions 
of the world, which are fo generally prized. The honours of this 
world cannot filence confcience, much lefs can they fufpend their 
poffeffor’s eternal doom. A great man had an extraordinary mark 
of diftinétion fent him by his prince, ashe lay on his death-bed. 
“ Alas! (faid he, looking coldly upon it) “ this isa mighty fine 
thing in this country ; but I am juft going to a country where it 
will be of no fervice to me.” 

In like manner, confiderations of eternity will reftrain your fond- 
nefs for the diverfions and amufements of life. You will have bet- 
ter things to mind; nobler objeétsto purfue. A lady, whohad 
fpent the evening at cards and in gay company, returning at night, 
found her fervant-maid reading a religious book: fhe looked over her 
fhoulder, and faid, Poor melancholy foul ! what pleafure canft thou 
find in poring fo long over that book ? That night the lady could 
not fleep, but lay fighing and weeping; her fervant repeatedly afked 
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her what was the matter. At length fhe burft into a flood of 
tears, and faid, O! it was one word I faw in your book that trou- 
bles me; there I faw that word, erernity. O, how happy 
fhould I be, if I were prepared:for eternity ! The confequence of 
this impreffion was, that fhe laid afide her cards, forfook her gay 
company, and fet herfelf ferioufly to prepare for another world. 
And now, candid reader, permit me to requeft that you would 
moft ferioufly and carefully review this fubjeét, and afk yourfelf 
—O my foul, art thouprepared for eterni/y? Prepared or not, 
eternity is at hand. Let me entreat this {mali favour of you, to re- 
tire this very day, and fpend a little time in thinking upon eternity. 
Ponder, in your mind, what it is to dive forever in a ftate of end- 
lefs happinefs or endlefs mifery. Ifyou wilh do thts, I fhall have 
a cheerful hope, that one quater of. an hour, fo fpent, will be the 
moft profitable you ever fpent in all your life ; and that God wilh 
make the meditation ufeful to your foul, and the beginning of 
eternal felicity. 1f 1 thought an apology neceflary for dwelling fo 
long on eternity, and being fo earneft im this addrefs, that apology 
fhould be no other than the anfwer which a pious man once made 
to this queftion from his friend, “ Why do you fpend fo much 
time in reading, meditation and prayer?’ The good man lifted 


‘up his eyes and hands to heaven, and faid, with great folemnity, 


Forever | Forever ! Forever ! 
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€0PY OF A. LETTER FROM THE LATE: REV. MR. 


TANNER. 
Dear Brother, | Exon, Aug. 20, +796. 
BY favour of......., omthe 8th of June, I received half a guinea, 
as coming from .my friend and brothet....... ; but who my kind 


benefactor is I know not; only the fource I know (through grace) > 
my heavenly Father knows my wants; for, being faved by grace, 
Tam fupported by his boutty every day. I am called to live the 
life of faith, both for temporals and fpirituals ; to blefs my God 
for this day’s: provifions, and truft my benevolent God and Fa- 
ther for freth: fupplies to-morrow. He knows: that I am naturally of 
a prodigal extraction, therefore, will not truft me with two days’ 
allowance ;: yet he hath promifed me that I fhall never want any 
thing, but am always:to be looking up to him by faith: 

Thus have I found him faithful to his promife for fifty years, the 
26th ult. ; that is, ever fince I knew-I was his child. He bade me go 
and dig in hts vineyard forty-four years ago. I muttered in my 
own mind, and faid, “I will not go;” but an alarming monitor 
difturbed all the inhabitants within my mud-wall cottage: indeed, 
idid not know whether it would not have tumbled down, and 
deftroyed 
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deftroyed all withinit. Then I was obliged to turn out; and it 
is meg a how my will was changed! I never yet repented of 

: but my miflion was to feed the poor; and I met with many 
pour proud folks : but I was fixed among them, and there to re- 
main. The rich people in thofe parts have no relifh for the gof- 
pel. I can affure you it is wholefome food {and that is all I can 
fay of it) ; but it is primitive, therefore does not pleafe the mod- 
ern tafte. I can affure my friend, that although I have ever fince 
Jaboured day and night, in feafon and out of feafon, for the firft 
eighteen or twenty years, and with great fuccefs too {as many pre- 
cious fouls can witnefs) I do not remember that I received eigh- 
teen pence; but laboured with my hands to fupport my family 
{a wife and fix children) and difcharged the neceflary expenfes of 
the church, &c. But fince my natural age and infirmities have 
forbid my manual exercife, being now in my 77th year, and a few 
members, fomewhat more refpectable, have joined the church, they 
have formed a {mall fubfcription for thefe feven years paft ; at firft 
221. 10s. 6d., but by removals and deaths, it is new reduced to 
14l. gs; my houfe-rent and taxes 121. Now, I fuppofe, my 
dear brother is fomewhat puzzled in his thoughts, thinking, “ How 


can this man and his family be fupported ?”” and well you might, 


for mine is a hidden life ; as in grace fo in providence, “ hid with 
Chrift in God.” He faid, “ Go, work: and though it was 
againft my inclination, it would have been a very high affront to 
his Majefty to have faid, “ But who will pay me? or, how am I 
to be fupported ?”’ therefore I feebly attempted to obey; and at 
my firft entrance on the work, ona fudden a rufhing torrent of di- 
vine love deluged my foul; which furprifed almoft all the con- 
gregation into a flood of tears: and I muft fay, that I never felt 
the like before. I have ever fince found the word of promife fure : 
and though my fituation is difagreeable to nature, yet it is a means 
of keeping me alive, and lively too in God; for my circumitances 
are fuch, that I am obliged to have frequent recourfe to my Bank- 
er : he gives me great encouragement : “ Afk and ye fhall receive.” 
His promife is ever fure: I have times without number found it 
fo ; but he will anfwer it in his own time and way, and generally 
in fuch a.way as I leaft expected, which makes me write in this 
dialeé, not knowing but the Lord may open fome hearts in ‘the 
line of your acquaintance; for my Lord has many ftewards, in 
whofe hands he entrufteth a large fhare of this world’s goods ; 
and when my creditors (rent, baker, &c.) are pretty full, I ery 
hard, and my omnifcient Friend and Father hears, and touches the 
hearts and pockets too of his ftewards, who are therefore made 
willing to fend what he opens their hearts and hands to do. I do 
not know my kind benefactors, nor they me perfonally ; ; but my 
Father fends fome one or other to inform them; it is when my 
wants make me cry hard; and indeed my wants often come “ as 
an 
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an armed man ;” for felf, wife, and daughter have felt the chaf- 
tening rod of my heavenly Father, in afflicting our bodies ever 
fince the year commenced. Yet the voice of the rod is “ Love, 
love!’ It is, 1 muft confefs, grievous to the flefh, but profitable 
to my foul, and profitable to the church too. How I am fupport- 
ed in my Matfter’s work, is, to me, and to all, no lefs than a mira- 
cle, through all the complicated diforders of my body and the in- 
firmities of age :—to preach three times on the Lord’s day, and 
twice in the week ; and what is very remarkable is, that the Lord 
fhould again revive his work by the fame, though aged inftru- 
ment, in an extraordinary manner, to the awakening of many 
precious fouls.—My covenant God is fulfilling his promife, which 
he applied to my foul at a time when fome evil-difpofed perfons 
{trove hard to tear the church to pieces, and did make a great 
rent; then thefe words were applied to my foul, “ Thofe that be 
planted,”**&c. I find, the genuine nature of faith is no other than 
to take God at his word ; and this oppofes fenfe and carnal reafon. 
—But I am afraid I fhall intrude on your patience; therefore, 
may this find yourfelf and {poufe on the wing for God and glory, 
bafking in the beams of everlafting love, taking your flight from 
this perplexing, dunghill world, towards the manfions of an eter- 
nal one (and if you are not very rapid, I fhall be received in before 
you): there I fhall meet my dear brother and fpoufe amidft the 
triumphant throng, ftriving which fhall excel in loud hallelujahs 
to God and the Lamb. Till then I remain ever yours, &c. 

| ome’ a> Lond, Ev. Mag. 


——Ae 


A STRIKING LIKENESS BETWEEN MOSES AND JE- 
SUS CHRIST. 

MOSES in his infancy was wonderfully preferved from the de- 
ftruction of all the male children ; fo was Chrift. Mofes fled from 
his country to efcape the hands of the king ; fo.did Chrift when 
his parents carried him into Egypt ; afterwards “ the Lord faid to 


Mofes in Midian, Go, return into Egypt, for all the men are dead, 


which fought thy life,’? Exod. iv. 19: fo the angel of the Lord 
faid to Jofeph in almoft the fame words, “ Arife, and take the 
young child, and go into the land of If{rael ; for they are dead 
which fought the young child’s life,” Matt. ii. 20; pointing him 
out as it were for that prophet who fhould arife like unto Mofes. 
Mofes refufed to be called the fon of Pharaoh’s daughter, choofing 
rather to fuffer affliction ; Chrift refufed to be made king, choofing 
rather to fuffer affliction: Mofes, fays St. Stephen, was /earned in all 
the wifdem of the Egyptians, and Jofephus (Ant. Jud. ii. 9.) fays, 
that he was a very forward and accomplifhed youth, and had wif- 
dom and knowledge beyond his years; St. Luke obferves of 
Chrift, that Le increased (betimes) in wifdom and flature, and in jaw 
wit 
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with God and man, and his difcourfes in the temple with the doc- 
tors, when he was twelve years old, were proof of it. Mofes con- 
tended with the magicians, who were forced to acknowledge the 
divine power by which he was affifted; Chrift ejected evil fpirits, 
and received the fame acknowledgments from them. Motes was 
not only a lawgiver, a prophet, and a worker of miracles, but a 
king and a prielt : in all thefe offices the refemblance between Mo- 
fes oo Chrift were fingular. Mofes brought darknefs over the 
land: the fun withdrew its light at Chrift’s crucifixion: and as 
the darknefs which was fpread over Egypt was followed by the de- 
firuction of their firt born, and of Pharaoh and his hoft ; fo the 
darknefs at Chrift’s death was the forerunner of the deftrucion of 
the Jews. Mofes foretold the calamities which would befal the na- 
tion for their difobedience ; fo did Chrift. The fpirit which was 
in Mofes was conferred in fome degree upon the feventy elders, 
and they prophefied; Chrift conferred miraculous powers upon 
his feventy difciples. Mofes was victorious over powerful kings 
and great nations ; fo was Chrift by the effects of his religion, and 
by the fall of thofe who perfecuted his church. Mofes conquered 
Amalek by holding up both his hands; Chrift overcame his and 
our enemies when his hands were faftened to the crofs. Mofes 
interceded for tranfgreffors, and caufed an atonement to be made 
for them, and fLopped the wrath of Gad; fo did Chrift. Mofes 
ratified a covenant between God and the people by fprinkling them 
with blood ; Chrift with his own blood. Mofes defired to die for the 
people, tn. prayed that God would forgive them, or blot him out 
of his book ; Chrift did more, he died for finners. Mofes inftituted 
the paflover, when a lamb was facrificed, none of whofe bones were 
to be broken, and whofe blood protected the people from deftruc- 
tion ; Chrift was that pafchal lamb. Mofes lifted up the ferpent, 
that they who looked upon him might be healed of their mortal 
wound; Chrift was that ferpent. All Mofes’ affection towards 
the people, all his cares and toils on their account, were repaid 
by them with ingratitude, murmuring and rebellion ; the fame re- 
turns the Jews made to Chrift for all his benefits. Mofes was ill 
uled by his own family, his brother and filter rebelled againft him 5 
there was atime, when Chriit’s own brethren believed not in him: 
Mofes had a very wicked and perverfe generation committed to 
his care and conduét, and to enable him to rule them, miraculous 
powers were given to him, and he ufed his utmoft endeavour to 
make the people obedient to God,'and to fave them from ruia, 
but in vain ; in the fpace of forty years they all fell in the wilder- 
nefs except two: Chrift alfo was given to a generation not lefs 
wicked and perverfe, his inftruétions and his miracles were loft 
upon them, and in about the fame {pace of time, after they had re- 
jected him, they were deftroyed. Mofes was very meek above all 
men that were on the face of the earth; fo was Chrift. The 
people 
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eople could not enter into the land of promife till Mofes was 
dead ; by the death of Chrift the kingdom of heaven was opened 
to believers. Inthe death of Mofes and Chrift there is alfo a re- 
femblance of fome circumftances: Mofes died in one fenfe, for 
the iniquities of the people; it was their rebellion which was the 
occafion of it, which drew down the difpleafure of God upon 
them and upon him; Mofes went up in the fight of the people, 
to the top of mount Nebo, and there he died, when he was in per- 
fe& vigour, when Ais eye was not dim, uor his natural force abated ; 
Chrift fuffered for the fins of men, and was led up in the prefence 
of the people, to mount Calvary, where he died in the flower of 
his age, and when he was in his full naturai ftrength. Neither 
Mofes nor Chrift, as far as we may collect from facred hiftory, were 
ever fick, or felt any bodily decay or infirmity, which would have 
rendered them unfit for the toils they underwent; their fufferings 
were of another kind. Mofes was buried and no man knew where 
his body lay ; nor could the Jews find the body of Chrift. Laft- 
ly, as Mofes a little before death promifed another prophet ; fo Chrift 
another comforter. 

Is this {militude and correfpondence in fo many things between 
Mofes and Chrift the effect of mere chance? Let us fearch all the 
records of univerfal hiftory, and fee if we can find a man who was 
fo like to Mofes as Chrift was, and fo like to Chrift as Mofes was. 
If we cannot find fuch a one, then have we found him of whom 
Mofes in the law, and the prophets did write, jas of Nazareth, 
the Son of God, 


EE ie 


ANECDOTE. 





IN the vaft country of Louifiana, in America, a Catholic mif- 
fionary had been fent for the converfion of the Indians ; but fome 
of the’ moft ferocious tribes furrounded him, and were jutt about 
to put him toacruel death. Having a {mall looking- glafs, which 
he had artfully concealed beneath his clothes, and placing it on his 
breaft, he, in a plaintive tone, remonttrated with them on the cru- 
elty and ingratitude of their killing a man who had them all in his 
heart. The aftonifhed f. avages, each in their turn, beholding his 
own figure in the glafs (a piece of art they had never feey before) 
converted their rage into admiration and efteem for a man who 
thus had them all in his heart !  Charlevoix’s Travels. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


The following address of the Presbyte- 
ry of Philadelphia, to the people of 
their charge, will show, with what 
spirited zeal, théy aré acting on the 
plan proposed for educating pious 
youth for the gospel ministry. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


Tue general assembly of our 
church, at their sessions before the 
fast, referred to the presbyteries un- 
der their caré the consideration of 
an overture, relative to the educa- 
tion of pious youth of promising’ 
talents for the gospel ministry; 
fepresenting at the same time the 
great and increasing demand for 
well qualified ministers of the gos- 
pel, which exists in our church. 
This overture was taken into very 
serious consideration by this pres- 
bytery, shortly before the last meet- 
ing ofthe general assembly ; and with 
pleasure we now inform you, that 
the readiness and zeal manifested 
by some of our congregations, to 
contribute to a fund for the support 
of pious and studious youth, who 
may devote their lives to the service 
of the church, have been such, as 
not only to be reputable to ourselves, 
but useful in exciting the zeal of 
others. 

At the last meeting of the gener- 
al assembly the presbyteries were 
called on severally, to report their 
opinion on the overture that has 
been mentioned, and which had been 
transmitted to them for considera- 
tion, the preceding year. From this 
investigation it appeared, that 
throughout the whole bounds of the 
presbyterian church a marked at- 
tention had been shown to the sub- 
ject of the overture :—* That some 
presbyteries had long been in the 
habit of using the measures con- 
templated; and that others had 
adopted and organized such meas- 
ures within the last vear.” Findmg 


the wishes and desires of the great 
body of the people of our denom- 
ination to be in favour of such 4 
measure, the assembly passed an 
act, by which it is made the duty of 
every presbytery within their bounds 
to take up and prosecute this inter- 
esting concern, in the best manner 
that their circumstances will permit. 
We entreat your careful attention to 
the concluding part of the assem- 
bly’s act, which is as follows. “ As 
the presbyteries of which the as- 
sembly have the oversight, are scat- 
tered over a wide extent of coun- 
try, and their circumstances are 
known to be extremely various, it 
occurred, that an absolute injunction 
on all the presbyteries immediately 
to enter on the execution of the plan 
proposed, might bear hard on some, 
if not be entirely inéapable of exe- 
cution. On the other hand, merely 
to recommend an attention to the 
plan, without attaching any respon- 
sibility to the neglect of the recom- 
mendation, appeared tothe assem- 
bly incompatible with ;the high im- 
portance of the subject, and with 
their own duty as the guardians of 
the church, bound especially to pro- 
vide for their people a supply of the 
word of life. It was therefure de- 
termined to take a middle course be- 
tween these extremes, so as, if possi- 
ble, to avoid the inconveniences of 
both. With this in view, it was resolv- 
ed to recommend, and the assembly do 
hereby most earnestly recommend, to 
every presbytery under their care, 
to use their utmost endeavours to 
increase, by all suitable means in 
their power, the number of promis- 
ing candidates for the holy ministry ; 
to press it upon the parents of pious 
youth, to educate them for the 
church, and onthe youth themselves 
to devote their talents and their 
lives to this sacred calling; to make 
vigorous exertions to raise funds to 
assist all the youth who may need 
assistance ; 
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assistance ; to be careful that the 
youth whom they take ontheirfunds, 
give such evidence as the nature of 
the case admits, that they possess 
botly talents and piety ; to inspect the 
education of these youth, during the 
course both of their academical and 
theological stadies ; choosing for 
them such sclfools, seminaries, and 
teachers, as each presbytery may 
judge most proper and advanta- 
geous, so as eventually to bring them 
into the ministry well furnished for 
their work. And the assembly do 
hereby order, that every presbyte- 
ry under their care, make, annually, 
areport to the assembly, stating 
particularly what they bave done in 
this concern, or why (if the case so 
shall be) they have done nothing in 
it; and the assembly will, when 
these reports are received, consider 
each distinctly, and decide by vote 
whether the presbyteries sever- 
ally shall be considered as having 
discharged, or neglected their duty, 
in this important business.” ~ 
Brethren—Our duty and yours, is 
here pointed out by the highest ju- 
dicature of our church, unquestion- 
ably speaking to us, in the present 
instance, the mind’ of the wiole. 
As a presbytery we are to render an 
account to the assembly of what we 
shall have done to promote the cause 
which they have so deeply at heart; 
and by their vote we must hear it 
decided, whetber we have discharg- 
ed, or neglected our duty. Of this 
duty they direct us to consider it as 
a part ‘to press it upon the parents 
of pious youth to educate them for 
the church.” The time has been, 
in our country, when this was scarce- 
ly necessary. The time has been, 
when pious parents viewed the gos- 
| ministry as an office so desirable, 
that there was nothing which they 
more ardently desired than to see 
their children in it. We doubt not 
that with some this is still the case. 
But we apprehend there is melan- 
choly evidence, that many prefer 
that their offspring should choose a 
secular, rather thanthe sacred call- 
ing, and direct their views accord. 
ingly. If this be not so, how does it 


happen that there are so few candi- 
dates for the gospel ministry? We 
know there are several causes which 
may have influence in producing this 
effect; and we make allowance for 
them. But after every just allow- 
ance, we fear there is no accounting 
for the fact, without admitting that 
parents themselves are reluctant to 
see their children ministers of the 
gospel. Let us not be misunder- 
stood. We do not suppose that 
every parent is bound to devote his 
children to the church. Unless 
they possess piety, and a competent 
portion of natural abilities, they can- 
not serve the church in the Chris- 
tian ministry, and ought not to be 
destined to it by parental zeal and 
partiality. But when neither natur- 
al endowmefits nor pious disposi- 
tions are wanting in thechild, what 
shall we think of the Christian pa- 
rent, who, at this necessitous time, 
withhoids his offspring from the ser- 
vice of the sanctuary? Nay, what 
shall we think of that parent, who 
sees the religion of Jesus languish- 
ing, and in many places in danger 
of expiring, and does not strive, with 
augmented zeal, to form his child 
to piety, and to educate him in liber- 
al knowledge, with the hope, that in 
due time, he may in all respects be 
qualified to labour in the gospel 
vineyard? How dwelleth the love 
of God in him, who does not love ~ 
the cause of God more than all 
earthly honours and possessions ? 
Hath not the divine Saviour himself 
declared, “He that loveth son or 
daughter more than me, is not wor- 
thy of me. He that forsaketh not 
all that he hath, cannot be my dis- 
ciple ?? And can any one, then, be 
his disciple, who cannot give up, for 
his children, the prospect of worldly 
distinction, that they may spend 
their lives in advocating the cause, 
and extending the kingdom of the 
Redeemer? Can a Christian think 
of the love of Christ in laying down 
his life for our salvation, and not de. 
sire, as a matter of gratitude, to 
dedicate a dear son exclusively to 
the ministry of his word and grace? 
Have idolaters even immolated their 
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children to false gods; and will 
Christian parents refuse to devote 
their offspring to minister at the al- 
tar of the Lord of hosts? At his altar, 
to whose merciful providence alone, 
we owe it, that we are not idolaters 
ourselves, and offering our children 
as sacrifices to idols ? 

Brethren—the privileges of the 
Christian church are a sacred de- 
posit, placed in the hands of every 
generation of Christians. Our fore- 
fathers have, ugder the divine bless- 
ing, handed this deposit to us—it is 
ours to transmit it to the coming 
generation. The heaviest wo will 
rest upon our heads, if we fail to do 
it: and blessings, rich and exten- 
sive, will be ours, if we perform it 
with fidelity. Whatever may be the 
worldly circumstances of professing 
parents, they are now equally called 
upon to engage in this important 
work. Are they wealthy? Let 
them give to the church children 
educated by themselves. Are 
their circumstances moderate ? Let 
them assist in that education, the 
whole burden of which they cannot 
bear. Are they poor? Let them 
encourage their sons to accept the 
provision which the church makes 
for her own edification, in offering 
to them the means of education. 
Let them draw on the fund which 
fs now raised for their encourage- 
ment and support. 

But we are also to press it on * the 
youth themselves, to devote their 
talents and their lives, to the sacred 
calling.” 
ever, without urging those concern- 
ed, first of all, to sit down and count 
the cost. Small as the number of 
gospel ministers is, and much as we 
desire to see that number augment- 
ed, we still wish for none but those 
who are ready to dedicate them- 
selves unreservedly and cordially to 
the work. For none who look to it, 
merely, or principally, as a provision 
for a worldly subsistence ; for none 
who are governed by motives of 
ambition ; for none but devoted men ; 
men, who, for the sake of God’s 
glory and man’s salvation, are will- 
ing and.desirous to spend and be 
Vol. IV. No. 10. Bab 
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spent in the cause of Christ. With- 
out such a temper as this, the gos- 
pel ministry will, at this time espe- 
cially, bring disappointment and an 
intolerable burden on those who en- 
ter it: and after all, the cause will 
not be promoted. But to ingenu- 
ous youth, whose hearts are so ten- 
derly touched with a sense of the 
Redeemer’s grace and condescen- 
sion, that they feel anxieus to be 
wholly consecrated to his service in 
the gospel, we have strong induce- 
ments to offer. Possessing this 
temper, the gospel ministry itself 
will be the most pleasing and de- 
lightful employment. It will give 
them, more than any other, the com- 
forts ‘of the present life ; not indeed 
in affluence, in ease, or in worldly 
applause ; but in the opportunity of 
devoting themselves to pursuits and 
meditations, the most congenial and 
grateful to a sanctified mind. In 
the friendship and affection of ithe 
pious and devout; in the pleasure 
of instructing the ignorant, and re- 
claiming the vicious; in the ineffa- 
ble satisfaction of being instrument- 
al in leading souls to the Saviour 
and ensuring to them eternal felicity. 
Compared with these sources of en- 
joyment, what are those which 
wealth, or fame, or honour, or influ- 
ence in this worid, can open to their 
votaries? They are emphatically, 
“‘empty cisterns that can hold no 
water.” Pious youth! taught by 
the religion which has reached your 
hearts, you consider eternal realities 
in their true light. You consider 
them as annibilating the importance 
of all the things of time, all the van- 
ities of this passing world. And 
would you not, then, do that which 
shall most of all brighten and en- 
hance the value of your eternal 
crown? Youwould. And can you, 
in any way, do it so effectually, as 
by entering the gospel ministry, and 
labouring to turn many to righteous- 
ness, with whom you shall hereafter 
‘shine as the stars forever and ev- 
ez?’ Precious youth ! the hope of the 
church, come forward, we beseech 
you, at this exigent time, to assist us 
te build up the walls of Zion, and to 
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take our places, when we shall have 
completed our labours, and shall be 
gathered to our fathers. Enter the 
gospel ministry with right views, 
and to all eternity you will never 
regret, you will forever rejoice, that 
you chose this “ high vocation” as 
your business for life. 

We are also enjoined “ to make 
vigorous exertions to raise funds to 
assist all the youth, who may need 
assistance, to devote their talents 
and their lives to this sacred calling.” 
Here we rejoice that we have, in 
some measure, anticipated the or- 
ders of the general assembly. For 
the raising of funds, we have alrea- 
dy digested a system, which has 
been sent into every congregation, 
and’ which has received liberal 
countenance and patronage from a 
number. But on this subject it 
eught to be distinctly understood, 
that the fund we desire to establish, 
will constantly be drawn upon, and 
must therefore have a constant sup- 
ply. In the way most agreeable to 
yourselves, brethren, let this supply 
be furnished ; but we entreat you, 
in the name of Christ our master, to 
see that the supply do not fail, and 
that none of you refuse to contribute 
your proportion toit. We candidly 
and deliberately assure you, that we 
know of no possible way in which 
you can employ a portion of your 
property so extensively to promote 
the cause of true religion, and the 
best interests of mankind, as in that 
which we now present to your view. 
They who are the means of bring- 
ing into the church a single well 
qualified minister of the gospel, 
who would otherwise not have en- 
tered it, may be instrumental in sav- 
ing thousands of immortal souls 
from perdition, and in raising them 
to all the joys of the heavenly world. 
And brethren, we tell you seriously, 
that unless this plan for supplying 
ministers to our church shall be 
successful, we greatly fear that 
many of you will, in a few years, be 
without ministers. It is for your- 
selves, and for your children, that 
we entreat you to aid us on this oc- 
easion. We have no more interest, 
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we can have no more, than any oth- 
er individuals of our communion, in 
urging the system which we now 
offer to you. It seems to us, and 
it has appeared to our general as- 
sembly, the best calculated of any 
that we can devise, to prevent a 
famine of the word of life, among 
the flocks of which we are over- 
seers. This, and’nothing but this, 
is- the reason that we press it with 
so much earnestness, 

Funds, not large in themselves, 
not requiring any oppressive contri- 
butions from individuals, but which, 
as already hinted, must be regularly 
kept up, will be necessary to am 
effective prosecution of our plan. 
For these funds, then, we solemnly 
call on those who Believe that the 
gospel ministry is necessary to good 
morals and social order; on those 
who believe that it is an institution 
of Christ Jesus our ‘Saviour; on 
those who believe that faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God; on those who are willing 
to serve God with that substance. 
which he has given them ; on those 
who desire and pray for the spread 
of the gospel; on those who love 
their own souls, and the souls of 
their children ; on those who prefer 
eternity to time ; on those, finally, 
who, to the Saviour who has re- 
deemed them with his own most 
precious blood, are ready to offer a 
small part of their wealth to support, 
his cause and promote his glory in 


_ the world. 


Brethren, “The grace of ou 
Lord Jesus Christ, who became 
poor, that we, through his poverty 
might be made rich, be with you 
all. Amen. 

Signed by order of Presbytery. 
Jacos J. Janeway, Moderator. 
WiuruiriaMm Latta, Cleré. 

Assemb. Mag. 





SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING THE 
GOSPEL. 

Tue Society for Propagating the 
Gospel among the Indians and 
others in North America, in their 
Annual Report of Noy. 4806, state, 
that they have employed four mis- 
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sionaries this year in the District of 
Maine. The Journal of one only 
(the Rev. Mr. Hidden) had been 
received. 

Mr. Hidden completed his mis- 
sionary labours, in the counties of 
York and Oxford, early in Novem- 
ber. His journal has been received, 
from which it appears, that he has 
travelled about seven hundred miles, 
preached ninety-two sermons, bap- 
tized seven adult persons, and forty- 
three children; received twenty- 
four persons into church commu- 
nion, visited twenty-seven aged 
and sick persons ; established four 
schools, administered the Lord’s 
supper four times, visited eleven 
schools, and sixty families, and dis- 
tributed about two hundred books. 
Mr. Hidden observes, that “the 
weather was so favourable during 
the whole of his mission, (of three 
months) that he was hindered from 
travelling but a single day :” that 
** people in general were very ready 
to attend on the word and ordi- 
nances of God,” that “ many mani- 
fested warm gratitude to God, and 
thankfulness to the society for their 
notice of them :” that “he found 
the schools, which had been begun by 
the society, in excellentorder.” Of 
the inhabitants in many of the towns 
he visited, he speaks in terms of high 
commendation, for their indusiry, 
frugality, peace and order; and par- 
ticularly for their attention and ex- 
ertions in educating their children. 
Of the town of Lovel especially, 
containing forty families, all of the 
Congregational denomination, he 
says, “there is the greatest atten- 
tion to religion in this place, ac- 
cording to the number of people, 
and the least enthusiasm, I ever 
saw.” ‘* Sabbath, Nov. 2, preach- 
ed at Lovel, and administered the 
Lord’s supper; received nineteen 
persons into the church, baptized 
one adult and ten children. One 
received into the church, was sev- 
enty-nine years old, another sixteen. 
God is doing wonders here. This 
was one of the most solemn and joy- 
ful days I ever saw.” Though few 


in number, they contemplate settling 





Seciety for propagating the Gospel. 


ishing sinners, 





395 


a minister among them. The church, 
in a letter to the secretary, in very 
affectionate terms, express their 

rateful acknowledgments to God 
and to the Society, for * sending 
missionaries to preach to poor, per- 
the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.” They speak of 
the success of Mr. Hidden’s labours 
among them, as ‘* wonderful ;” twen- 
ty-one have been added to their 
church, under Bis ministration, in 
this small settlement. They con- 
clude by expressing their earnest de- 
sire that “we who send, and they 
who receive, may unite in our 
prayers to God, that he would con- 
tinue the gospel amongthem.” A 
letter to the Society, of like import, 
has been received from the inhabit- 
ants of the town of Albany. 

From the acceptance and success 
of Mr. Hidden’s labours, and the 
good dispositions manifested by the 
people to whom he was sent, the So- 
ciety have great reason to be satis- 
fied with their missionary, and much 
encouragement to continue their at- 
tentions to these, who so gratefully 
receive, and so commendably im- 
prove them. 

Since our last annual report, the 
aged and reverend Zechariah May- 
hew, long a diligent and faithful 
missionary in the service of the So- 
ciety, among the remnant of In- 
dians* on Martha’s Vineyard, has 
deceased. The ancestors of these 
indians were among the first of the 
aborigines of New England, who 
embraced Christianity; and from 
that time to the present, they have 
not ceased to enjoy the ordinances 
of the gospel. Though these peo- 

ple 


* The number of people of colour, 
taken from actual enumeration, at 
Gay Head, Martha’s Vineyard, were 
as follows, in October, 1806. 

Between four and twenty-one 


years old, ‘ 94 

Of twenty-one years andupward, 
men 43, women 75, 118 
212 


The number under four years, not 
mentioned. 
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ple have at present among them, 
two ordained Indian teachers, by 
the name of Hansuit and Jeffer, (the 
latter a temperate, worthy man) yet 
as both are advanced in life, the So- 
ciety contemplate making further 
provision for their instruction, and 
will not cease to contribute, accord- 
ing to their means, to the support 
of religious ordianees among them. 

The venerablewMr. Hawley, now 
in the eightieth vear of his age, and 
in the fifty-fifth of his missionary la- 
bours, and who receives annually a 
part of his support* from the Socie- 
ty, is still diligent, active, and suc- 
cessful, in discharging the duties of 
his mission at Marshpee. He is 
justly venerated by his people, who 
are chiefly of mixed blood, as thejr 
father, and the protector of their 
rights and property.t 

The labours and success of the 
Rev. John Sergeant,{ missionary 
among the Mahukkunuk Indians at 
New Stockbridge, near Oneida, 
within a few years past, have much 
increased. From fifty to one hun- 
dred of the Oneida pagans, as they 
are denominated, have occasionally 

‘attended on his ministrations, and 
he has also visited and taught them 

* One hundred dollars, beside 
some occasional grants of small sums, 
stationary and books. 

+ These Indians possess several 
thousand acres of land, which were 
sequestered and secured to their ances- 
tors, and their successors, by Richard 
Bourn, their pastor, who first planted 
Christianity here, about a century and 
a half ago. This plantation is an 
asylum for Indians from” various 
parts of New England and Long 
Island, and some hdve resorted here 
from Georgia; and even from the 
East-Indies. -Thev are not nume: 
rous. The Indians of unmixed blood 
do mot exceed forty or fifty persons. 

+ Mr. Sergeant receives his annual 
salary in unequal proportions, from 
the funds of the society in Scotland 
for promoting Christian knowledge, the 
society for propagating the Gospel 
among the Indians, and others in 
North-America, and the corporation 


"of Harvard Colleze. 
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in their own village, to their appar- 
ent satisfaction and improvement. 

In consequence of an invitation 
from the Onondaga Indians, who 
reside thirty-six miles wéstward of 
New Stockbridge, Mr. Sergeant 
made them a visit in June last, when 
he was introduced into their council 
house, and addressed by their chief 
speaker, as follows : 

“Father; we thank the great 
Lord above, that we have all been 
kept alive to this time. We also in 
a particular manner, thank Him, 
that he has taken care of you on the 
way, which leads to our fire place. 
We thank you, that you have been 
faithful to your promise, and are 
comé to make us a visit. We re- 
joice in this pleasant day, when we 
can see your face. A number of us 
are collected, and ready to hear and 
learn something for our good.” 

Mr. Sergeant then addressed 
them in a discourse of about four 
hours in length, on subjects he 
thought best adapted to their capaci- 
ties and circumstances, relating to 
their present, as well as future well- 
being. They then, by one of their 
chiets, made him'the following reply: 

** Father, I speak to you in behalf 
of all. We thank you for commu- 
nhicating to us the mind of the great 
God. We thank the Lord, that he 
has given you health, that you have 
been enabled to come and visit us at 
this time,& speak tous from his word. 

‘* Father ; we now thank you in the 
name and behalf of all our chiefs, 
young men, women, and children, 
for the good counsel you have now 
given us, respecting our good in this 
life, as well as the lifeto come. We 
will follow your advice, so far as we © 
can. 

“Father; you told us the Lord 
made the world, and all things that 
are therein, in six days, but rested 
the seventh ; that he had cae 
ed all his children, of all nations, to 
rest on that day, to cease from all 
labour, play, or any worldly business ; 
that they must meet together and 
worship him. This we see 1s right and 
good, and we promise you we will ob- 
serve this in the best manner we can. 

, * Father ; 
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‘Father ; you have told us we 
must labour on our lands, and in 
this way obtain our bread; and like- 
wise provide for our cattle, that they 
might increase, that we might have 
to sell to others, by which means we 
might get clothing for ourselves and 
children. Father; this is likewise 
good advice ; and we will do our 
best to follow this good way. 

**Father; you have told us we 
have but a small piece of land left,* 
therefore we must keep it for our- 
selves and children. Father; we 
now let you know we are well pleas- 
ed with this advice; all of us are 
united in this, that we will hold our 
land forever ; that we will neither 
Jease nor sell it. And we hope our 
children will always do the same. 

“Father; we have all of us 
agreed entirely to forsake poisonous 
Jiquors ; but we are sorry to find, 
that a few of us do fall away ; but 
agreeably to your advice, we w ii try 
our best to reclaim every one.” 
MISSION TO THE WESTERN IN- 

DIANS. 
In the spring of 1803, a delega- 
tiont from the Mahukkunnuk In- 
* The Onondaga reservation is about 
four miles square. The number of 
souls in thistribeis one hundred and for- 
ty-three, who live in twenty one houses, 
which, in general, are but wretched 
habitations. Their place of worship, 
or council house, constructed wholly of 
bark, is a proper wigwam, twenty-five 
by y for ty feet in dimensions. Formerly 
they were pagans, and notorious for 
drunkenness ; but for three or Jour 
years past, since they have embraced 
the doctrine of the Prophet, they are 
greatly reformed, as to their habit of 
intemperance, and give a degree of 
credit to the Bible, as the only rule of 
duty. They are highly esteemed by 
the white people i in their neighbourhood. 
Their lands are pasentlanee hut they 
have yet made but little progress in 
the arts of husbandry and civilized life. 

+ This delegation consisted of Hen- 
drick Aupaumut, sechem, John 
Quinny, Solomon Quauquaughmut, 
chic 3, and Jive others. 


Society for propagating the Gospel. 
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dians, under the pastoral care of Mr. 
SERGEANT, visited their ‘* grand 
fathers,” the Delewares, who re- 
side at Wanpekummekut, or White 
river, for the purposes of “ renew- 
ing the ancient covenants of friend- 
ship which subsisted between their 
ancestors ; of recommending to them 
perpetual peace with the United 
States; union and a firm govern- 
ment among themselves; of en- 
couraging virtue, and recommend- 
ing to them civilization, and the 
Christian religion.” The delegates 
were well receiyed by their “ grand 
fathers,” who are numerous, and 
considered as at the head of all the 
tribes around them, and “ unani- 
mously agreed to accept, and take 
hold with both hands, on all that was 
recommended tothem.” Encourag- 
ed by this success, the delegates 
agreed, at the;end of three years, to 
make their ** grand fathers” another 
visit, and to carry with them, if pos- 
sible, one or more missionaries 
and school-masters. Accordingly, 
through their “father,” Mr. Ser- 
geant, they have applied to “the 
society for propagating the Gospel,” 
among others, to give them aid in 
accomplishing their benevolent de- 
sign. Their success in these ap- 
plications has not equalled their 
expectations, nor has it by any means 
been proportioned to the magnitude 
and importance of the object. No 
pecuniary aid has been given to this 
project in the opinion of many the 
most promising of success and use- 
fulness of any which has been devis- 
ed for many years, except one hun- 
dred dollars, by the Society for 
propagating the gospel, tow ards the 
support of a schoolmaster. 
Notwithstanding these discour- 
agements, the delegation had de. - 
termined to commence their journey 
the last of October, underthe patron- 
age of Mr. Sergeant. John Jacobs, 
one of the Mahukkunnuk Indians, 
has been engaged for a year, to re- 
side among the Deleware nation, as 
a schoolmaster; who, added to his 
other qualifications for his oifice, is 
an excellent singer, and intends to 
instruct in sacred music. The fol- 
lowing 
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lowing is the substance of the in- 
structions given him by Mr. Ser- 
geant g 

“You are to proceed to the wes- 
tern country with your companions, 
and as soon as you shail have as- 
certained the most suitable place for 
the purpose, shall open your school, 
which shall be Kept at stated hours 
regularly. You are to teach the 
children to read and write: and, in 
due time, psalmody. You willcause 
them to commit to memory, some 
psalms in your own language, if you 
find they understand it. 

**On the Sabbath you will refrain 
from all labour, and every kind of 
worldly business and recreation. 
Should you be visited by any young 
people, on this sacred day, read to 
them, at your discretion, frem the 
word of God. 

“ You will note in a journal, every 
thing important, and once in two 
months, if a convenient opportunity 
offer, transmit to me extracts from 
it, that I may know your situation 
and progress.” 

We hope this may prove an open - 
ing for great-aund extensive useful- 
ness among the Indians in this gquar- 
ter, where is a wide-fieid for mission- 
ary labours, already occupied, in 
part, by the synod of Pittsburgh. 

Panoplist. 


Extract from the Minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of the Synod of Albany of 
the Presbyterian Church, at their 
Session in Whitesborough, held on 
the 1st and 2d days of October, 
1806. 


Tue Synod have heard with plea- 
sure, that the institutions of religion 
within their bounds are well attend- 
ed, and treated with marked rever- 
ence and affection. In some places 
striking instances of the triumphs 
of the cross have occurred, and in 
most the work of God seems to be 
advancing, though silently, vet sure- 
ly. The youth are instr ucted i in the 
principles of our holy religion with 
considerable and commendable assi- 


_duity - Peace and harmony prevail 


Minutes of the Synod of Albany. 
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generally, and the good order of the 
church is preserved unimpaired. 
Vacant congregations are supplying, 
new ones are forming, and the c 
for additional preachers of the word 
becomes more leud and urgent. The 
pastors appear to fulfil their duties, 
and the flocks theirs, so that between 
them, excepting in very few instanc- 
es, exists the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. 

Although the prospect externally 
is thus promising, Synod regret that 
so much coldness and formality pre- 
vail among Christians who enjoy so 
many gospel privileges ; that so few, 
compared with the whole number of 
sinners who hear the gospel, feel its 
power, and accept its offers in love ; 
that in some societies gross sins 
abound, and into others essential er- 
rors have crept. Deeming it a sa- 
cred duty to contend earnestly for 
the faith once delivered to the saints, 
Synod take this opportunity of raising 
their war ning voice against this cold- 
ness ; these sins and errors. It is 
mournful that they who are snatched 
from perdition by the grace of Jesus 
should ever be careless in the service 
of their Master; shouid ever per- 
mit their love to decay in its ardour 
or its public expression, Christians 
ought ever to be awake and walk, as 
becometh children of light, and the 
redeemed of God. It is high time 
for them to do so, since the night is 
far spent, and the day is at hand. 
They must gird on the armour of 
Jehovah, and bear testimony against 
sins, especially those which abound. 
Drunkenness and profanity, and Sab- 
bath breaking ought not to be so 
much as named among Christians ; 
and Synod hope that afl who are in 
their connexion will most studiously 
avoid the appearance of evil as well 
as its practice ; and that they will 
admonish and exhort all, who are 
guilty of immorality, to repent and 
live godly in Christ Jesus. 

Error in practice arises from error 
in doctrine ; not that all who are 
correct in the latter, are always so in 
the former ; for many are only nomi- 


nal believers, who though they pro- 
fess the truth in words, hold it in un. 
righteousness. 
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righteousness. Between sound prin- 
ciple and sound conduet there is an 
inseparable connexion. Synod there- 
fore, whilst they warn their churches 
against immorality, warn them sol- 
emnly against errors. Those which 
chiefly prevail respect the future 
destiny of sinners, and the character 
and work of the Redeemer. Satan 
is still instilling into the hearts of 
sinners what he said unto the woman 
in paradise, ‘* ye shall not surely 
die.” He is filling them with the 
hope, that though they live after 
the flesh, they will finally be saved. 
Thus he is exciting them to turn the 
ace of God into licentiousness. 
hristians ought not to be deceived. 
Sin is an awful evil, and merits in- 
finite displeasure. It need only be 
realized, to be thus acknowledged, 
and that with pungent grief of soul. 
We exhort our churches to beware 
of rejecting this solemn truth. 
Great as their error is, who do 
this, itis surpassed by that of those 
who deny the only Lord God who 
bought them. Over their sad and 
dreadful mistake we weep with un- 
feigned sorrow. The divinity and 
atonement of Christ, are written as 
with a sun beam in Scripture, and 
are felt to be truths by all awakened 
souls. Let none be deceived by a 
parade of .learning in the opposers 
of these doctrines. These men ar- 
rogate to themselves a greater share 
ef it than they really possess. Their 
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conduct is imposing, but their foun- 
dation is unstable as the wind. Be- 
fore their opinions can be substan- 
tiated, the Scriptures must be aban- 


doned; for if these be explained, 


according to the mode of explaining 
works of uninspired men, Christ is 
truly God, and has paid the price 
of redemption for our sins. We 
receive these truths, as they are 
published in the volume of inspira- 
tion, confessedly a mystery, but it is 
“the mystery of godliness,” wor- 
thy of Jehovah, and necessary for 
sinful man. Without this mystery, 
the convinced sinner can find no 
peace here, or hope for eternity. 
To the law and testimony; if we 
speak not according to these, it is 
because there is no light inus. We 
leave these sentiments with you! 
we appeal to your consciences! we 
call on the churches to defend the 
common salvation with the temper 
of the gospel. Many of them are 
the posterity of those, who for the 
same precious truths left their na- 
tive homes, braved the terrors of the 
deep, and settled in a country then 
inhabited by savages. We pray 
that the spirit, they felt, may influ- 
ence their descendants, and all who 
belong to our Zion. May great 
grace, mercy and peace be multi- 
plied unto all such, and all believ- 
ers every where, from God our Fa- 
ther, and Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. JONAS COE, ante. 
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The Domestic Chaplain; being 
fifty-two Lectures, with appropriate 
hymns, on the most interesting sub- 
jects; for every Lord’s day in the 
year. Designed for the improve- 
ment of families of every Christian 
denemination. By John Stanford, 
A.M. NewYork. T.& J.Swords. 

eA World without Souls. First 
American from the second London 
Edition. Hartford. Lincoln and 
Gleason. 

OP We have seen a review of this 


work inthe London Evangelical Mag- 
azine, by which we have been favour- 
ably impressed, and from_which we 
extract the following remarshs. 

** This is the production of no or- 
dinary mind. The title, intentionally 
enigmatical, at first suggested the 
idea of an attack upon the system 
of Meterialism ; but we were soon 
undeceived. The public will here 
find a keen, pointed satire upon the 
conduct of the great majority of 
mankind, who live as if they were 
without 
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without souls ; or in the quaint lan- 
guage of an old divine, “ As if they 
had no souls to mind, or no mind to 
save their souls.”—Throtghout the 
book, genius and taste corruscate 
rather than shiné. Various reading, 
sportive imagination and active 
wit fascinate the mind, and some- 
times seem scarcely in unison with 
the ardent piety, which evidently 
struggles to arrest the heart. What 
Christian has not sighed over a being 
which lives as if it had no soul? 
This book may, with hopes of ad- 
vantage, be put into such hands. 
We hope the pen that could pro- 
duce these pages will not dare to 
lie idle.” ; 
Observations upon baptism ; de- 
livered at Ipswich,south parish, June 
12, 1806. By Joseph Dana, p. p. 
pastor of the church in that place ; 
with a view of introductory circum- 
stances and proceedings in the said 
church. pp. 24. Newburyport, Blunt. 
This little work, we think ingenious 
and candid, and calculated to be use- 


Sul. 
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Genuine religion the best friend 
of the people ; or the influence of 
the gospel when Known, believed, 
and experienced, upon the manners 
and happiness of the people. By 
Archibald Bonar, a. mw. Charles- 
town, J. Howe. 

_ A sermon, delivered Noy. 20, 
1806, at the dedication of the brick 
meeting-house, in the north parish 
in Danvers. By Benjamin Wads- 
worth, a. M. Salem, Joshua Cush- 
ing. 

Sobriety, | watchfulness, and 
prayer, illustrated and urged, ina 
farewel sermon, delivered at Wa- 
terbury, Con. Dec. 21, 1806. By 
Holland Weeks, a. m. late pastor of 
the first church in said place. 

A discourse delivered next Lord’s 
day after the interment of deacon 
Peter Whitney, who departed this 
life, Dec. 9, 1805, in the 60th year 
ofhisage. By Nathanael Emmons, 
D. pv. pastor.of the church in Frank- 
lin. Providence, Heaten and Wil- 
liams. 


— 


Mrdinations. 


OrpbaAtnep, at Winthrop, Maine, 
Rev. Davip Tuurston. Sermon, 
2 Cor. ii. 16. 

At Templeton, 25th ult. Rev. 


CHARLES WELLINGTON. Sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Cushing of Waltham ; 
1 Tim. v. 17. 


Dbituary. 


Diep at New Gloucester, Rey. 
SaMuEL Foxcrorr. 

At Boston, 13th, inst. Rev. Sam- 
VEL STILLMAY, D. D. aged 70, in 
the 43 year of his ministry. 


At Stafford, Con. on the 16th ult. 
Rev. Joun Wittarp, D. D. broth- 
er to the late President Willard. 


— +a — 


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM. 


KNOWLEDGE and wisdom, far from being one, 
Have oftimes noconnexion. Knowledge resides 
In heads replete with thoughts of other men ; 

- Wisdom in minds attentive to their own. 
Knowledge is proud that he has learnt so much ; 


Wisdom is humble that he knows no more. COWPER. 
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